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68 new MLAs. A historic election. 
A shift in the balance of power that 
has the whole country captivated. 


full coverage metronews 




ALBERTA'S 

LARGEST 

TENT TRAILER DEALER 


www.ArrKAnnRV.com 
780-440-4811 
1-800-216-4811 
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SOUTH: 

1904-80 Avenue 
Edmonton.AB 


NORTH: 

1305 St. Albert Trail, 
Edmonton,AB 


CALGARY: 

2620 Barlow Trail, Northeast 
Calqarv,AB 


- May 6-9 
all tent trailers 
ON SALE. 

: $500 parts credit , 

1 /with every tent traile^ 

purchased. ■■ 































Units Start Mid 

$200k's 


OFF OF 124 ST & BREWERY DISTRICT 


VISIT US ONLINE TO PRE-REGISTER FOR 

PLANS & PRICING 


www.LiveOnl24.ca 


IN THE 


EPICE 


E OF ELLERSLIE 


VST US ONL NE TO PRE-REG STER FOR 


PLANS & PRICING 


For More Information On All Regency Projects 


Call 780.497.1700 



Developer reserves the right to make modifications or changes to sizes, specifications, prices (any noted to be pre-gst), materials and features without notice. E & 0. E. key plans & floor plans may not be entirely accurate as 
shown. All colours and illustrations are artist's concept. This is not an offering of condominium sales at this development, instead it is pre-registration for the opportunity to receive future information that may be released. 






































NEWSr 




Your essential daily news 


VR headset to hit shelves in 2016. Business 


Notley and Co. ‘ready to getto 
work’ after landslide victory 


POLITICS 

NDP leader 
in process of 
assembling 
transition team 



Ryan 
F 1 Tumilty 

Metro | Edmonton 


Premier-elect Rachel Notley 
said Wednesday her party 
is ready to take control of 
the province after winning 
in a historic election Tues¬ 
day night. 

“It was a very exciting 
night last night and we’re 
ready to get to work today,” 
Notley said at the legislature 
in her first press conference 
since being elected. 

Voter turnout hit 57 per 
cent Tuesday, higher than 
previous elections, and she 
said it was a sign Albertans 
were clearly engaged. 

“It was an incredible dem¬ 
onstration of democracy and 
something I was very, very 
proud to be part of,” Not¬ 
ley said. 

According to the unofficial 
results, the NDP will have 
53 seats, the Wildrose 21, 
the PCs 10, and the Liberals 
and Alberta party will each 
have one. One Calgary riding 
is currently tied between the 
NDP and PC candidates. 

Jim Prentice will remain 
the premier until Notley is 
sworn in. Notley she said she 
doesn’t yet know when that 
will take place. 



NDP Leader Rachel Notley and her husband Lou Arab celebrate her majority victory in the 
provincial election in Edmonton on Tuesday, mike ridewood/the Canadian press 


“We will be rolling that out 
in the days to come, in terms 
of the exact timing,” she said. 
“We need to sit down with 
the public service. I haven’t 
actually been asked by the 


lieutenant-governor to be 
the premier yet.” 

Notley said she is putting 
together a transition team 
to help fill out senior roles 
and had already talked with 


former Saskatchewan pre¬ 
mier Roy Romanow about 
next steps. 

“I’m hearing from people 
like that on how to move 
forward.” 




NDP Leader Rachel Notley is all smiles in Edmonton on 
Wednesday, nathan denette/the Canadian press 
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Voters go to the polls on Tuesday, kevin tuong/for metro 


ELECTION 

Tie in Calgary riding 
forces recount 


Two candidates in a Calgary 
constituency are in limbo 
after provincial voting results 
put them in a tie. 

Progress Conservative in¬ 
cumbent Linda Johnson and 
NDP challenger Anam Kazim 
each ended the night with 
7,015 votes in Calgary Glen- 
more. 


Elections Alberta was to 
conduct an official recount of 
all the ballots Wednesday, but 
there is no guarantee when 
the results will be finalized. 

If it is still a tie, the next 
step will involve requesting 
a judicial review under the 
Alberta Election Act. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Man faces charges after 
sexual assault on girl 

Police have charged an 
Edmonton man with the 
sexual assault of a 14-year- 
old girl. 

Miron Pekar, 53, faces 
several charges includ¬ 
ing sexual assault with a 
weapon, sexual interfer¬ 
ence and uttering threats 
after an alleged assault in 
September 2014. 


According to the vic¬ 
tim's statement, while 
walking down 118 Avenue, 
the young girl was ap¬ 
proached by a vehicle that 
she noticed had made 
several circles around the 
block. 

The driver is alleged to 
have sexually assaulted 
her after convincing her to 
get into the vehicle. 

EPS has released a 


photo of the accused in 
hopes of convincing other 
possible victims to come 
forward. 

METRO 

Mountie suspended over 
firearms offence 

An Edmonton-area police 
officer has been sus¬ 
pended with pay after an 
off-duty firearms offence. 
Fort Saskatchewan 


RCMP Const. Stephen 
Hudson now faces a num¬ 
ber of firearm offences 
after an investigation by 
the Alberta Serious Inci¬ 
dent Response Team. 

The six-year member's 
duty status is also subject 
to review. 

METRO 
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Taking money back to school 


ELECTION 

School board 
chairs excited 
about Alberta’s 
new direction 

B Leah 

i Holoiday 

Metro | Edmonton 

Edmonton school trustees 
started their Wednesday with 
invigorated hope after an NDP 
majority was sent to the legis¬ 
lature, a party that had re¬ 
affirmed students starting 
school next year would be 
funded across the province. 

NDP Leader Rachel Notley 
committed her party to re¬ 
store enrolment dollars for the 
2016-17 school year after the 
PC’s spring budget withheld 
the per student cash. The 
party’s plan also pledges to re¬ 
duce schools fees by half and 
implement a school lunch 
program for students in need. 

Edmonton Catholic School 
board chairwoman Debbie En¬ 
gel called it a disaster when 
the previous government 
had withheld the funding, 
leaving the district approxi¬ 


mately $12 million short for 
next year. 

“It put us between a rock 
and a hard place,” said Engel, 
who lead a coalition of school 
boards last month to lobby 
the government to restore the 
funding. “I don’t believe there 
is an even a remote possibil¬ 
ity that Rachel Notley will go 
back on her convictions on 
education.” 

“We’re just excited wait¬ 
ing for our money to be re¬ 
instated.” 

EPSB chairman Michael 
Janz said it was important 
that education played such a 
heavy role in the campaign 
debate. 

“We’re excited that there 
was a conversation about 
school funding and public 
education in this election,” 
said Janz. 

Despite the new govern¬ 
ment, Janz said school boards 
are still faced with the same 
challenges they were before 
the election. 

“We know that we continue 
to have a shortage of schools 
and we have budgetary chal¬ 
lenges and these are not go¬ 
ing to be fixed overnight, 
no matter what jersey the 
premier is wearing,” he said. 



Edmonton school trustees Debbie Engel and Michael Janz speak to media. Many trustees started their day with renewed hope 
after Tuesday's landslide NDP victory in the province, metro file 


WHAT DOES THE NDP GOVERNMENT MEAN FOR... 



The NDP government is prom¬ 
ising to invest in public tran¬ 
sit. But in a policy document 
Metro retrieved from the NDP 
website, the party's platform 
states that they will end the 
PCs' "costly and ineffective 
Carbon Capture and Storage 
experiment" so they can "re¬ 
invest the 2015/16 component 
of this project into construc¬ 
tion of public transit." 

What does it mean? 

Mayor Don Iveson said de¬ 


termining how the new gov¬ 
ernment will move forward 
with the federal government's 
preferred P3 funding model 
is something the city wants 
to check in on, especially as 
construction for the Valley Line 
LRT project begins. 

"It is certainly something 
we will want to see some as¬ 
surances on and make sure 
the Valley Line is secure," he 
said in a teleconference call 
Wednesday. 



Sharing more dollars with mu¬ 
nicipalities is something the 
NDP's platform listed as an im¬ 
portant policy shift, with the 
new government previously 
aiming to "provide stable, pre¬ 
dictable funding to both large 
and smaller municipalities and 
ensure they have resources they 
need to fulfill infrastructure pri¬ 
orities, such as transit." 

Steve Bradshaw, president of 
the Amalgamated Transit Union 
Local 569, said the new govern¬ 


ment could be the "improve¬ 
ment" to transit funding that 
they've been looking for. 

"We're looking for some relief 
for municipalities from the NDP 
government," he said. 

The NDP's policy also looks 
to maintain the Municipal Sus¬ 
tainability Initiative, adding that 
giving dollars to rural areas to 
better health care and educa¬ 
tion by speaking with local gov¬ 
ernment officials are also top 
priorities. Stephanie dubois/metro 
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Join Our Growing Team 

PALADIN SECURITY 


MllW U'iilMU 



ARE YOU CONSIDERING A CAREER 
IN LAW ENFORCEMENT? 

Paladin Security is the industry leader in security services nationwide, 
proudly protecting the personnel, assets, and property of some of 
Edmonton’s most unique and challenging clients sites. 

Whether you are new to the industry, a seasoned veteran or a policing 
candidate seeking additional experience we want to meet with you! 
Paladin Security Officers are provided industry leading company paid 
training and 24/7 mentorship and support 

Requirements 

• Superior communication skills • Ability to empathize • Team player 

• Physical fitness • Professionalism • Positive attitude 

• Demonstrated maturity • Good judgement 



German K-12 Bilingual Program 

Join a program with over 30 years of proven results. 


Learning a second language promotes cognitive abilities 
and creative thinking. German is a leading language in 
the fields of science, engineering, busmens, philosophy 
and music. Plus, learning German is ube' cool! 


EXPANDING MINDS AND HORIZONS 


Learn more at: 

german-bilingual-edmonton.net 



fDMONTON V»400t<; 


This ad is paid by AEG8EE, the Association for EnglishGerman Bilingual Education of Edmonton. 


Apply online at: www.paladinsecurity.com/careers or call 780-413-9000 





























David Morris Fine Cars 

Spring Demo Event 


Ask us about Prepaid Maintenance. 

Mercedes-Benz.ca/PPM 


Save $5,000.00 on 2015 GLK, ML350BT & E-Class 

2015 GLK250 (stk# N15-11539) 2015 ML350BT (stk# N15-11551) 2015 E250BT 4M (stk# N15-12031) 


3 waived 


TOTAL PRICE 

13 waived 


TOTAL PRICE 

13 waived 


TOTAL PRICE 

0.9% 

$ 55 , 486 . 00 -$ 5 , 000.00 

1.9% 

$ 73 , 211 . 00 -$ 5 , 000.00 

0.9% 

$ 67 , 011 . 00 -$ 5 , 000.00 

payments* 

= $ 50,486.00 

1 payments* 

= $ 68,211.00 

1 payments* 

= $ 62,011.00 



Save $3,000.00 on 2015 B250, CLA250, C-Class & GLA250 


2015 B250 4M 


(stk# N15-11815) 


2015 CLA250M 


(stk# N15-12321) 


3 waived 
payments* 

0.9% 

TOTAL PRICE 

$ 41 , 451 . 00 -$ 3 , 000.00 

= $ 38,451.00 


3 waived 
payments* 

1.9% 

TOTAL PRICE 

$ 39 , 911 . 00 -$ 3 , 000.00 

= $ 36,911.00 

2015 GLA250M (stk#Ni5-i2i70) 

2015 C300W4M (stk#N 15 - 12015 ) 

3 waived 
payments* 

2.9% 

TOTAL PRICE 

$ 42 , 999 . 00 -$ 3 , 000.00 

= $ 39,999.00 


3 waived 
payments* 

2.9% 

TOTAL PRICE 

$ 53 , 411 . 00 -$ 3 , 000.00 

= $ 50,411.00 



Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing. 


David Morris Fine Cars, 17407-111 Avenue, 780-484-9000, davidmorrisfinecars.mercedes-benz.ca 


mm 

AMVIC © 2015 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc. All models listed have some kms and factory warranty expired. Finance rates are up to 60 months. Sales prices are in effect while supply lasts or until the end of May 2015. Total price includes 

MSRP, all dealer charges but not GST or AB tire levy. Equipment and prices may vary depending on model. 

Alberta Motor Vehicle 
Industry Council 
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SPRING BONUS OFFER 



With the purchase of two Clarins products, 
one of which is skin care, choose from 3 beauty 
routines adapted to your lifestyle.* 

Up to $110 value. 


I « I 


GET MORE! 

Purchase 1 additional 
Clarins skin care product 
and receive a free 
Gentle Refiner, 

50 ml! 


*Available in Trendy, Active or Relax. Trendy gift assortment shown. 

One gift per customer, while quantities last. Value based on Sears reg. price per ml/g. 



Participating stores: 

Oshawa 

Burnaby 

Newmarket 

Brentwood 

Erin Mills 

Polo Park 

Limeridge 

Kingsway 

Scarborough 

Southgate 

Guelph 

West Edmonton Mall 

Mapleview 

Southcentre 

Moncton 

Barrie 

Avalon 

Fairview Mall 

Halifax 

Windsor 

St-Laurent 


Hull 

Lasalle 

Anjou 

Brossard 

Laval 

Levis 

Rosemere 

Place Laurier 

Repentigny 

Galerie de la Capitale 

St-Jerome 

Fleur de Lys 

St-Bruno 

Chicoutimi 

Granby 

Drummondville 

Sherbrooke 

Trois-Rivieres 

St-Jean 

Pointe-Claire 

Joliette 


Sears' 
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Known to many as bubble houses, these townhouses downtown are highly sought after as 
some of the last remaining small and affordable homes in the core, kevin tuong/for metro 


Oliver’s (literal) 
real-estate bubble 


TRENDS 

Buying these 
homes from 
the 1920s is like 
winning lottery 


Lucy 

Haines 

For Metro | Edmonton 

Have you ever heard of the so- 
called “bubble houses” in the 
city’s Oliver neighbourhood? 
Many haven’t, but for savvy, 
urban house hunters looking 
for an affordable home in the 
city core, nabbing one of the 
1,000-square-foot, 1920s-built 
townhouses is like winning the 
lotteiy — a rare stroke of luck. 

Longtime renter and down¬ 
town dweller Vilcki Wiercinski 
just bought a bubble house after 


years of watching and waiting 
for one to come up for sale. 

“We’ve been diligent about 
looking. The day we saw the 
realtor pounding in the sign, 
we got in and made an offer on 
the spot. Even then, we were in 
a multiple-offer situation,” said 
Wiercinski, who likes the size, 
European styling and efficient 
floor plan of the light-filled 
rowhouses — and, of course, 
the iconic bubble (domed) win¬ 
dows, which were installed in 
the ’70s. 

“I feel like we hit the jack¬ 
pot. We want to stay downtown 
without feeling shoved into a 
shoebox condo,” she said. 

Wiercinski calls the bubble 
houses “a downtown Edmon¬ 
ton thing,” but longtime bub¬ 
ble-house owner Mark Gitzel 
said it’s the combination of 
affordability and convenience 
of downtown living that is part 
of the appeal. 


“You can walk to the shops, 
garden in the yard and open 
your door onto the street in the 
bubble house without paying 
the over half-million dollars 
townhouses go for in the area 
today,” Gitzel said. 

Realtor Ciaran O’Neill said 
the rarity of the properties — 
only 14 exist as condos in the 
102nd Avenue area, costing 
under $350,000, with seven 
more units serving as rent¬ 
als — causes keen interest, as 
does the chance to own a bit 
of space and have room for a 
pet in a great downtown neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

“This is the first bubble 
house that has come up on 
MLS in nearly two years,” he 
said. “There’s great demand 
for urban properties — people 
don’t want to commute, and 
with the excitement of our 
downtown development, it’s 
where people want to be.” 


ELECTION ANALYSIS 

Tin ear, misread voters, Notley 
popularity led to NDP win: Prof 


Alberta Progressive Conservatives 
and pundits were left to take 
stock Wednesday of what led to 
the demise of a 44-year dynasty. 

Lori Williams from Mount 
Royal University said there were 
several missteps by PC Leader 
Jim Prentice, who she said had 
a “tin ear politically.” 

Prentice, who resigned after 
the defeat, was criticized harshly 
in the lead-up to the campaign 
for suggesting Albertans needed 
to look in the mirror when pla¬ 
cing blame for the province’s 
financial woes. 


© 

(Rachel Notley is) 
not out of step with 
the history of the 
province. 

Lori Williams of 
Mount Royal University 

Williams said Prentice also 
misread the potential of voter 
backlash when he called the elec¬ 
tion a year early. 

But she suggested the real rea¬ 


son for the loss was the campaign 
of NDP Leader Rachel Notley, 
whom Williams see as having 
the ability to connect with vot¬ 
ers the same way former premier 
Ralph Klein did. 

“A lot of people who voted 
Wildrose last time voted NDP 
this time, and that’s because it’s 
a vote against elitism and entitle¬ 
ment,” Williams said. 

“The NDP in Alberta is a veiy 
centrist party, veiy moderate, 
veiy pro-business. She’s to the 
right of Peter Lougheed.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 





























2014DODGE 

CHARGERSE 


2014 BMCK VERANO 

*1486206 


2013 HYUNDAI 
SONATA HJ 


*1396506 


7014 FORD 


2013 HYUNDAI 
ACCENT *1385231 


fiesta 


Si 


614803 


2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 
TOURING EDITION *1487201 


$ 18,560 $ 60 


2014 CHEVROUT 
CRUSH *1*20* 


2013 MAID A3 
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2014 CHEVROUT 
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2014 NISSAN 
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AVENGER EXT *1482492 


2013 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA *1385362 
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THOUSANDS BELOW RETAIL! OVER 200 UNITS TO CHOOSE! HURRY IN WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
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MON. - FRI.9-9, SAT. 9-6, SUN. 11-5 


10212-178slreet I Visit us online at www.cwas.ca 

local 780.483.7516 1 toll freel .866.310.5751 
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PAYMENTS ARE BASED ON 4.99% APR FOR 84 MONTHS. $0 DOWN OAC. MUST QUALIFY FOF RATE CG. 
HYUNDAI ACCENT STK#13B5731 $10,210 OR S36/WK BASED ON $0 DOWN AT 4 99% OAC FOR 84 MONTHS. < 

OF BORROWING IS $2,090.36 AND TOTAL OBLIGATION OVERTHF FNTIRE TERM IS $13,277.08. PRICES SHOWN PI US 
GST. VEHICLES MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS ILLUSTRATED. SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 
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THE REACTION 

Stunned Conservatives 
downplay NDP victory 


The Conservative caucus room 
was described as a morgue 
Wednesday as federal MPs 
grappled with political mor¬ 
tality after the New Democrats 
broke the conservative move¬ 
ment’s four-decade grip on 
Alberta politics. 

While they sought to down¬ 
play the notion that the NDP 
upset in Alberta is an omen 
for this fall’s federal election, 
many acknowledged the play¬ 
ing field for that campaign has 
changed. 

So-called safe seats just can’t 
be considered safe anymore, 
said Deepalc Obhrai, who has 
sat in the House of Commons 
as a Calgaiy Conservative since 
1997 and was re-elected in 2011 
with 67 per cent of the vote. 


Q TORYSEATS 


The Tories hold 26 of the 
28 federal seats in Al¬ 
berta, though redistribu¬ 
tion means there will be 
34 up for grabs this fall. 


In the last six elections, he 
didn’t face a serious challenge 
from the NDP, but with all four 
provincial seats within his rid¬ 
ing now held by that party, he 
expects the next campaign will 
be different. 

“More, stronger candidates 
will look at the results, so we 
expect stronger (NDP) candi¬ 
dates,” Obhrai said. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Federal NDP celebrate 
orange wave in Alberta 


Gleeful federal New Demo¬ 
crats seized the coattails of 
their victorious Alberta cous¬ 
ins, but while the two par¬ 
ties share the same family 
tree, the Prairie and Ottawa 
branches have fundamental 
differences. 

For one, experts point to 
the roots of the Prairie New 
Democrats, which they say 
come from the anti-centralist 
mindset that dominated Can¬ 
adian politics for much of the 
20th centuiy. 

The Alberta NDP also hails 
from a province where the 
economy is dominated by the 
pollution-heavy oil industry, 
which has been a bull’s-eye 
for criticism from federal New 
Democrats, said a political sci¬ 


entist who has studied Alberta 
politics for decades. 

“The areas of difficulty 
(between the two NDP par¬ 
ties) would not be huge, but 
... there could well be some,” 
said Allan Tupper of the Uni¬ 
versity of British Columbia. 

Differences between the 
parties, however, didn’t stop 
the federal NDP on Wednes¬ 
day from inviting news cam¬ 
eras into its caucus chamber, 
where chanting MPs celebrat¬ 
ed the Alberta win in the 
name of all New Democrats. 

Federal NDP Leader Tom 
Mulcair tried to blur any lines 
of separation. “We’ve all got 
a spring in our step today,” 
he told reporters in Ottawa. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Win could give party 
nationwide momentum 


O 

If we learn the 
lessons the voters 
attempted to teach 
us yesterday... 
there is a way back. 

Ric Mclver, Calgary MLA 
and former Tory leadership 
candidate 



It was ••• like a 
morgue. 


Justice Minister Peter 
MacKay's description of the 
mood among federal Tories 
on Wednesday 


© 

This isn't a massive 
shift to the left.... 
A lot of people who 
voted Wildrose last 
time voted NDP. 

Lori Williams, political 
scientist at Mount Royal 
University 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 


The Alberta election victory by 
Rachel Notley had New Demo¬ 
crats across the country talk¬ 
ing Wednesday, but the only 
other NDP premier cautioned 
against reading too much into 
the party’s success. 

“Every province has differ¬ 
ent issues, although we all are 
focusing on the economy right 
now,” Manitoba Premier Greg 
Selinger said. 

But Selinger and Paul Thom¬ 
as, of the University of Mani¬ 
toba, feel that the victory over 
the Progressive Conservatives, 
who had been in power for 
44 years, is bound to help by 
showing the NDP can repre¬ 
sent a wider range of the popu¬ 
lation than many might think. 


It’s a boost for a party that 
has experienced some losses 
in recent years. Nova Scotia’s 
NDP government was defeated 
in 2013 and there have been 
poor federal byelection results. 

“It means that the national 
party can say, after a series 
of byelection setbacks, ‘You 
know, we have got some mo¬ 
mentum behind us,”’ said 
Thomas, professor emeritus 
of political science. 

He suggested the win should 
energize NDP politicians, vol¬ 
unteers and staff at the federal 
level and in other provinces by 
showing that if the party can 
win in conservative Alberta, 
almost anything may be pos¬ 
sible. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


LEADERSHIP: Notley's next 90 days 


Ryan 

Tumilty 

Metro | Edmonton 


Newly elected Alberta Premier 
Rachel Notley must do three 
things once she’s in office: 

O Piclc a cabinet 

Notley was elected with 
52 or 53 colleagues, depending 
on the outcome of a deadlocked 
riding in Calgaiy, but only three 
of her colleagues have been an 
MLA before. 

The current cabinet is 19 min¬ 
isters, but Notley can reshape 


hers anyway she chooses. In 
addition to looking for strong 
ministers, she will also have to 
include people from across the 
province. 

Despite the relative inexperi¬ 
ence of her caucus, Notley said 
Wednesday she won’t have a 
problem putting together a gov¬ 
erning team. 

“I am really excited about my 
caucus in so many ways,” she 
said. “I have far too many people 
who are skilled to select from.” 

Notley said her party is bring¬ 
ing in a lot of diversity to the 
table that will be good for the 
new cabinet. 


“We have people from all 
walks of life, and I am veiy con¬ 
fident we will be able to put 
together a very capable cabinet.” 

O Budget 

In many ways, Notley’s 
campaign was about running 
against the spending cuts and 
other measures that Premier Jim 
Prentice proposed in his budget 
this spring. 

Notley promised to put in 
force the corporate tax increases 
that Prentice refused to imple¬ 
ment and to restore funding he 
cut from health care and post- 
secondaiy education. 

She said that during the transi¬ 


tion her team would work to fig¬ 
ure out how much of the budget 
can now be changed. 

“We’re going to be getting 
advice on that in the next few 
days, in terms of how quickly 
we can make those changes.” 

O Soothe the oil patch 
Alberta Energy companies 
saw stock prices drop based on 
the election’s outcome. 

Notley said she hopes to meet 
with a number of groups and 
business leaders to assure them 
there is no reason for alarm. 
Global investors would see soon 
enough that the sky isn’t falling, 
she added. 
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MAKING HISTORY: Welcoming 
a new wave of female politicians 


GENDER 

25 elected NDP 
candidates in 
Alberta are 
women 


Stephanie 
Dubois 

Metro | Edmonton 

For a province once known 
as the home of the “old boys’ 
club,” Alberta now has women 
in record numbers in the prov¬ 
incial caucus. 

Premier-designate Rachel 
Notley was quick to note that 


shift in gender representation 
in her victory speech. 

“I haven’t done the math 
yet... but what I think is true 
is we have elected the most 
women to caucus in the his¬ 
tory of Canada ... so that’s 
lcinda cool,” she said. 

Out of 52 or 53 NDP candi¬ 
dates elected across the prov¬ 
ince, 25 are female. 

A tie in Calgary-Glenmore 
between NDP candidate Anam 
Kazim and Progressive Con¬ 
servative incumbent Linda 
Johnson could bring that num¬ 
ber to 26, once Elections Al¬ 
berta completes the official 
recount. 

What’s remarkable about 



47% 


According to unofficial 
Elections Alberta 
results, 47 per cent of 
the winning NDP 
candidates were 
women. 


the winning women candi¬ 
dates is that often, women 
aren’t putting themselves 
forward to compete on the 
ballot, making it harder to 
get equal representation in 
politics, says Lana Cuthbert- 
son, chairwoman of Equal 


Voice Alberta North. 

“It’s really about getting 
women running in the first 
place. The NDP made sure a 
lot of women did that, and the 
results speak for themselves,” 
she said. 

This “historic moment” for 
Alberta wasn’t lost on the rest 
of the country, something that 
should be noted by other 
political parties, said Diane 
O’Reggio, executive director 
with Women’s Legal Education 
and Action Fund in Toronto. 

“To have a large majority of 
women in the legislature will 
be a benefit to not only women 
in Alberta but women across 
the country,” she said. 


NEW MLAS AND THEIR QUIRKS 



Several Alberta NDP MLAs who claimed seats in Tuesday's vote are attracting attention for their lack of political experi¬ 
ence and for their quirks. Left: in an image posted to Facebook, newly elected MLA Deborah Drever holds up a peace sign 
next to a T-shirt that features a marijuana leaf and the words "Magic Weed." Right: Shaye Anderson shows off his impres¬ 
sive beard, which has caused a sensation on social media, facebook, contributed 


INDIGENOUS RIGHTS 

Notley vows change 
for First Nations 


Tim 

Querengesser 

Metro | Edmonton 


Just as Rachel Notley took the 
stage in Edmonton Tuesday 
night, Athabasca Chipewyan 
Chief Allan Adam stopped her. 

“I had a chance to acknow¬ 
ledge her and gave her my con¬ 
gratulations,” Adam said Wed¬ 
nesday. “I basically mentioned, 
‘Don’t forget to mention the First 
Nations in your speech.’” 

Notley didn’t forget. She 
described her win as a call to 
“be better neighbours and bet¬ 
ter partners” with indigenous 
people, adding: “I’m looking for¬ 
ward to consulting with you and 
learning from you.” 

Her words — and the culture 
of change they suggest for a prov¬ 
ince fuelled by natural resources 
— reverberated through First 
Nations in Alberta Wednesday. 

The oilsands and the natural 
gas industiy are Alberta’s cen¬ 
tral economic engines, built on 
industry gaining access to trad¬ 
itional indigenous lands and the 
resources they contain. Alberta 
has long worked to honour its 
often-competing obligations—to 
protect First Nation treaty rights 
while also allowing industry ac¬ 
cess to resources. 

The results have been fraught 
with disputes. 

Bill Gallagher, author of Re¬ 
source Rulers, offers an in-depth 
look at how First Nations are 
increasingly successful in court 
in resource access battles, said 
Notley’s victory is a rebuke to 
Jim Prentice and the PC Party’s 



Chief Allan Adam of the 
Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation, the Canadian press 


approach to relations with First 
Nations, who increasingly control 
natural resources. 

Gallagher said there was much 
hope Prentice could shift the re¬ 
lationship when he took office, 
but it evaporated quickly. 

“He drew another lawsuit 
from the Athabasca Cree in his 
first 100 days (in office),” Gal¬ 
lagher said. “Talking the talk, 
he gets high marks. Walking the 
walk, he didn’t deliver.” 

Notley, on the other hand, is 
“on message and a quick learner,” 
Gallagher said, adding that her 
tone bodes well for her fixing 
the relationship between Alberta 
and its nearly 40 First Nations. 

Adam said the relationship 
with Alberta “was always on a 
rocky edge, an adversarial com¬ 
bat position.” As a result, he said, 
that relationship often went to 
court to resolve things. 

But after Notley’s win, he said 
he’s hopeful for a change. 

“We will be looking for ways 
to work with the province rather 
than take them to court. It’s a 
win-win situation.” 


BUSINESS 

Ollpatch, Bay Street 
‘shocked’ by NDP win 


YOUTH 

Victory may not be a Gen Y win 


Tim 

Querengesser 

Metro | Edmonton 


If you were at Rachel Notley’s 
victory party at the Westin Ho¬ 
tel in Edmonton on Tuesday 
night, a distinction within the 
crowd became hard to ignore: 
Age. 

Notley, 51, and a few of her 
new MLAs, were far older than 
the majority of people sur¬ 
rounding them. 

It was a crowd that, to be 
fair, was composed of young 
people looking for the best 
party to hit in Edmonton on 
election night. But still, they 


felt most welcome at the NDP 
bash. 

And that hotel party was 
already filled by an army of 
NDP workers, supporters, 
handlers and even new MLAs, 
all of whom are from a differ¬ 
ent generation than Notley’s 
— Gen Y in particular, or for 
those who need a marker, 
people younger than 35. 

On Monday, Alberta had the 
reputation for being a place 
run by old, white men from 
C-suites; on Wednesday, the 
revolution in what age means 
in the province is only starting 
to sink in. 

The suddenness that this 
has arrived is somewhat iron¬ 


ic, given that Alberta has one 
of the youngest populations in 
Canada, and both Edmonton 
and Calgaiy have some of the 
youngest median ages of any 
city in the countiy. 

The province is young. Now, 
too, it seems, are its politics. 

But while the support and 
engagement of Alberta’s grow¬ 
ing youth vote is apparent 
within the NDP camp, some 
observers don’t see Tuesday’s 
election as the great awaken¬ 
ing of the province’s Millen¬ 
nial. Instead, they see a dark 
irony. 

Paul Kershaw, a PhD stu¬ 
dent at UBC and the head of 
Generation Squeeze, a group 


advocating for the sub-40 gen¬ 
eration to be given sound fis¬ 
cal policies in provincial and 
federal politics, said Tuesday’s 
election turnout of 57 per 
cent isn’t much different than 
that of 2012. This signals that 
Gen Y didn’t necessarily flood 
to the ballot box and push 
Notley into power. 

Still, polls showed younger 
voters were more aligned with 
the NDP than with the other 
parties, Kershaw said. 

Gen Y is attuned to notions 
of fairness, a mantra and 
ethos that runs through the 
NDP platform. 

Tim Querengesser is Managing 
Editor of Metro Edmonton 


The new reality of an orange- 
tinged Alberta was beginning to 
sink in across the oilpatch and 
Bay Street on Wednesday and, 
though there were some jitters, 
many are awaiting more details 
before they pass judgment. 

The NDP’s election victory 
stunned Sonny Mottahed, 
president and CEO of Black 
Spruce Merchant Capital in 
Calgaiy. 

“I’m pretty shocked,” he said. 
“There’s been quite a bit of chat¬ 
ter this morning about capital al¬ 
ready looking at a way to invest 
outside of Alberta just across bor¬ 
ders into B.C. and Saskatchewan.” 

The NDP has said it would 
raise corporate taxes to 12 per 
cent from 10 per cent and exam¬ 
ine whether Albertans are get¬ 
ting their fair share of royalties. 

The last time Alberta increased 
royalties, under former premier 
Ed Stelmach in 2007, there was 




The NDP has said it 
would raise corporate 
taxes to 12 per cent from 
10 per cent. 

an uproar from the industiy and 
the changes were rolled back. At 
the time, the global economic 
downturn was just taking hold 
and producers were concerned 
the royalty increase would only 
compound their woes. 

Energy stocks were hurting on 
Wednesday. The group as a whole 
was off about 2.75 per cent. Ma¬ 
jor oilsands producer Cenovus 
Energy Inc. was down six per 
cent, while Suncor Energy Inc. 
and Canadian Natural Resources 
Ltd. were down about three per 

Cent. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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EDUCATION 

Public school 
trustee steps into 
provincial spotlight 


© IN BRIEF 

Alberta RCMP officer 
charged with unlawful 
possession of assault rifles 

An Alberta RCMP officer has 
been charged with several 
firearm-related offences. 

The agency that inves¬ 
tigates major incidents 
involving police says it 
started an investigation into 
serious allegations against a 
police officer and member 
of the Fort Saskatchewan 
RCMP detachment. 

Search warrants were 
executed at the police offi¬ 
cer's home on April 23. 

Constable Stephen Hud¬ 
son is charged with the un¬ 
lawful possession of a Bush- 
master .223-calibre assault 
rifle, a restricted weapon, 
and the careless storage of 
that assault rifle. He is also 
accused of unlawful pos¬ 
session of a .22 calibre rifle 
and its careless storage. 

Hudson is also charged 
with unlawful transfer of his 
RCMP 9-mm service pistol 
and its improper storage. 

Police also seized several 
illegal cartridge magazines. 

Hudson was brought be¬ 
fore a Justice of the Peace 
and has been released on 
his own recognizance with 
conditions, the Canadian press 


Leah 

Holoiday 

Metro | Edmonton 


Moving from one publicly ap¬ 
pointed position to another, 
Sarah Hoffman said she hopes 
to take some lessons learned as 
an Edmonton school 
trustee and apply 
them in her new 
position in Alberta’s 
legislature. 

Elected Tuesday 
night in Edmonton- 
Glenora for the NDP, 

Hoffman clinched the 
riding with 68.5 per 
cent of the 18,107 
votes, beating out PC 
incumbent Heather 
Klimchuk — who only secured 
17 per cent of the vote. 

With nearly two more years 
before the end of her trustee 
term, Hoffman said she opted 
to leave early her position to 
run in the provincial election 
after seeing constant issues with 
two struggling sectors in the 
province. 


“That’s the reason why I ran,” 
she said. “I felt like we needed 
macro change in terms of mak¬ 
ing sure we were supporting one 
another and that includes strong 
healthcare and education.” 

Hoffman was first elected in 
2013 and served as EPSB chair 
up until she announced her can¬ 
didacy for the NDP 
party in January, 
when she officially 
resigned as chair but 
stayed on the board 
as a trustee. 

EPSB chair Mi¬ 
chael Janz said the 
board will now meet 
to decide how it will 
proceed in filling the 
vacancy left by Hoff¬ 
man, which could in¬ 
clude a byelection or dividing her 
ward responsibilities amongst 
other trustees. 

In the past, trustee byelections 
have been plagued by low voter 
turnout, including one in Cal¬ 
gary where only four per cent of 
residents voted to replace Sheila 
Taylor after her bid for a seat in 
legislature. 




NDP candidate 
Sarah Hoffman 
clinched 
Edmonton- 
Glenora with 68.5 
percentof the 
18,107 votes. 
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Looking for a career that 
will lead you to reach 

NEW HEIGHTS? 


Get Credit for 
Prior Experience! 

What is the PLAR and 
why should you apply? 

• Prior Learning Assessment 8i 
Recognition: have your previous 
disability services experience 
recognized. 

• Work at your own pace, with a 
more flexible schedule and at 
a lower cost. 

How Do I Qualify for 
the PLAR? 

To qualify, you must present proof 
of 1200 hours of relevant work 
experience over the past two years. 
You will also need a letter of 
recommendation and other documents. 
Visit www.excelacademy.ca to 
find out more. 

Tuition starts at 
just $700.00! 

Our next intake date 
is June 22nd. 


780-441-7999 • EXCELACADEMY.CA 



The ATB building in downtown Edmonton will be lit with orange and green to signify the new 
majority government and official Opposition, kevin tuong/for metro 


ATB tells election 
story using colour 


VISUAL SNAPSHOT 

Building lit 
with colours of 
governing NDP, 
Opposition 

Lucy 

Haines 

For Metro | Edmonton 

Have you seen an orange 
snowman or two around town 
today? 

People send messages with 
colour all the time — copper 
and blue or green and gold on 
the fans at an Oilers or Eskimos 
game, the sea of pink on just 
about every man, woman and 
child at the annual Run for 
the Cure in support of breast 
cancer research — colour has 
meaning. 


For two nights running, ATB 
Financial has told the story 
of the Alberta election on its 
downtown Edmonton skyscrap¬ 
er, with LED lights signalling 
an NDP majority government 
and a newly-strengthened Wil- 
drose Party. Programmable 
lights of orange, green, blue, 
red and yellow offered a visual 
snapshot of the new legisla¬ 
ture, to the delight of ATB’s Fa- 
ceboolc and Twitter followers. 

“Regardless of the party you 
support, this is a great, un¬ 
biased way to display the re¬ 
sults,” said one Faceboolc fan. 

Glenn Kubish, Director of 
Media at ATB Financial, said 
“Twitter exploded and the com¬ 
pany Faceboolc page had over 
4,000 views and shares of the 
election night light show.” 

But it’s not the only response 
the company gets. 

“We light up in red for Cal- 


© 

We're challenged 
to tell a story this 
way, to turn the 
building into a 
piece of media. 

Glenn Kubish 

gaiy Flames playoff games, and 
we hear plenty about it—the 
friendly Calgary/Edmonton 
rivalry still exists,” he said. 
The building also went red, 
white and blue after the ter¬ 
rorist attacks in France last 
year, and will turn purple next 
week to promote fibromyalgia 
awareness. 

But why do it at all? 

“It’s fun. We’re challenged 
to tell a story this way, to turn 
the building into a piece of 
media,” Kubish said. 
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Well help you make 
yoursel right at home. 


Purchasing a new home is an exciting time and, at Scotiabank, we can help you get there. 
With the right mortgage and invaluable advice from your Scotiabank advisor, you can start 
your new beginning in your new home. 

Talk to us about the mortgage that's right for you. 


www.scotiabank.com/homeownership 


You're richer than you think! ^ Scoticibcink 


® Registered trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 

All mortgages are subject to applicable credit approval, Scotiabank residential mortgage standards and maximum permitted loan amounts. 
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COURT 

‘I’m ready’ to be 
released: Khadr 


“I’m ready,” Omar Khadr recently 
told a prison psychologist about 
his potential release. “I hope that 
people get a chance to know the 
new me.” 

Khadr will learn his fate Thurs¬ 
day morning, when once again 
he will be driv¬ 
en under escort 
from Bowden 
Institution in 
Innisfail, Alta., 
his latest prison 
home after more 
than 12 years of 
incarceration, to 
the Edmonton 
courthouse. 

Appeals Court 
Justice Myra 
Bielby is sched¬ 
uled to deliver 
her decision on the federal gov¬ 
ernment’s llth-hour attempt to 
keep the 28-year-old behind bars 
rather than be released on bail. 

There has been endless specu¬ 
lation and debate as to Khadr’s 
psychological state after more 

Q BACKGROUND 

Further consideration 

Expecting to taste free¬ 
dom for the first time in 
13 years Tuesday, Court 
of Appeal Justice Myra 
Bielby said she needed 
more time to deliberate 
whether Khadr should 
be released on bail, or 
whether to grant the fed¬ 
eral government's request 
to keep him behind bars. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


than a decade spent at Guant¬ 
anamo Bay, where he was once 
hog-tied and used as a human 
mop during an interrogation 
session. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harp¬ 
er and various public safety 
ministers have 
branded him 
a terrorist and 
murderer, but 
it is a federal 
government 
report filed in 
court this week 
that presents 
the most sym¬ 
pathetic portrait 
of Khadr to date. 

“In prison, I 
had lots of bad 
experiences. If I 
hold on to each one, I would have 
been veiy bitter,” he told the 
prison psychologist, Nathan Lau, 
during an interview on Feb. 20. 

“I can’t afford to be bitter. I 
did something bad and I’m here 
for a reason. The only way to sur¬ 
vive is to have hope,” he said. “If 
I hope for people to give me a 
second chance, I should afford 
them the same.” 

Lau’s assessment led to 
Khadr’s reclassification from a 
medium security inmate to one 
that requires minimum security, 
and provides some of the most 
candid and detailed descriptions 
of Khadr’s past and outlook for 
the future. 

“If I could do things different¬ 
ly, I probably would have chal¬ 
lenged my father more,” he told 
Lau. “I don’t think I could have 
said ‘no’ to him but would have 
tried.” the Canadian press 


@ IN BRIEF 

Mayor Iveson welcomes 
NDP provincial win 

Edmonton Mayor Don 
Iveson welcomed the 
sweeping change in gov¬ 
ernment Tuesday and 
said he looks forward to 
working with the new 
NDP government. 

"Albertans have spoken 
clearly about a new dir¬ 
ection for the province 
and most importantly we 
have a clear mandate and 
a stable government with 
a majority, which will al¬ 
low us to move ahead," 
he said, during a confer¬ 
ence call from Ontario 
where he travelling this 
week. 

All 19 Edmonton seats 
and most in the sur¬ 
rounding region turned 
NDP orange Tuesday 
night. Iveson said having 
an Edmonton premier is 
interesting and added he 
is excited that the new 
government will already 
have a good understand¬ 
ing of the city. 

"There will certainly 
be familiarity with the 
issues that are import¬ 
ant to Edmontonians and 
that's where I don't think 
we will be starting from 
a blank sheet of paper," 
he said. 

He said the election 
will also continue to 
shake-up how the rest 
of the country views Al¬ 
berta. 

"Their perception of 
who Albertans are and 
what they will or won't do 
at the polls has been al¬ 
tered." RYAN TUMILTY/METRO 
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I can't afford to 
be bitter. I did 
something bad 
and I'm here for a 
reason. The only 
way to survive is to 
have hope. 

Omar Khadr 


Service Directory 

To advertise call 780 - 702-0592 


Bonnie Doon 
Medical Centre 

8130 82 Ave,T6C 0Y4 
Edmonton, Alberta 

Phone: 780-705-0707 

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm 
Sat, Sun and Holidays 10am-3pm 


Watt Common 
Medical Clinic 

50th Street and Ellerslie Rd 
Located Inside the Walmart 

Phone: 780-643-8735 

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm 
Sat, Sun and Holidays 9am-5pm 


PSYCHIC 


i African Medium, iL.; 

- MrJAHABA 


37 YEARS EXPERIENCED 
I can help you out of Despair. Reunite 
Lowes forever, Hippy Mimage. Stop 
Divorce, Stress, & Depression, Success 
n Buamm, Euritt & Court cate. 
Removes BAD LUCK. EVILS & 
Cm* 1 m PROTECTION 



Both clinics have FEMALE and MALE physicians who 
are accepting new patients. Specialist on site to better 
suit your needs. Wide arrange of services offered. 
Both locations are easily accessible with lots of parking. 

Call us today to book your appt. 


MEDICAL 


Dr. Bulk, Dr. Swaih, Dr. Trifis and Dr. Jesmin 

are happy to announce the opening of their new clinics. 
The Doctors will be working out of two locations for 
better access for their patients. Clinic Locations are: 


Iveson pitches city 
on eastern tour 



Mayor Don Iveson spoke to the Economic Club of Canada on 
Tuesday, contributed 


POLITICS 

Mayorworldng 
to improve 
Edmonton’s 
national profile 


[V Ryan 
Tumilty 

^ » ^ Metro I Edmonton 

Even before the provincial elec¬ 
tion vaulted the province into 
national headlines this week, 
Mayor Don Iveson was trying 
to drum up interest in Alberta 
in Ontario. 

Iveson has been in Toronto 
and Ottawa this week speak¬ 
ing to business groups and 
making media appearances to 
talk about the city, including a 
speech to the Economic Club 
of Canada on Tuesday. 

He said Edmonton doesn’t 
do enough to tell its stoiy and 
he believes the pitch is go¬ 
ing well. 

“We have had great pro¬ 
gresses with academic audi¬ 
ences, business audiences and 
media audiences of shifting 
the perception of Edmonton,” 
he said. 

Iveson said the city isn’t 
known enough across the 
countiy. 

“The feedback consistently 
has been that I didn’t know 
that about Edmonton.” 

Toronto’s deputy mayor Pam 
McConnell introduced Iveson 
at the Economic Club and said 
he hit the audience with a dif¬ 
ferent vision of Edmonton than 
they might have imagined. 

“He spoke a lot about the 
new Edmonton, the new at¬ 
titude and the new opportun¬ 
ities,” she said. 

She added the a lot of people 
in the room assumed Edmon¬ 
ton would be in tatters with 


the decline in oil prices, but 
Iveson made it clear that isn’t 
the case. 

“I think they were also very 
surprised for many of them, 
that it was really a boom¬ 
ing city in the middle of oil 


prices tanking,” she said. 

McConnell also said hav¬ 
ing Iveson advocate for more 
funding for cities is important 
nationally, because it puts all 
of the big city mayors on the 
same page. 
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We have had great progresses 
with academic audiences, 
business audiences, and media 
audiences of shifting the 
perception of Edmonton. 

Mayor Don Iveson 




HAWKS RIDGE 

AT BIG LAKE 


HawksRidge.ca 


West-end convenience. 
Easy access to everywhere. 
Endless bike paths. 

What will you discover? 

NEW HOMES 
STARTING FROM THE 


$450s 






















HUDSON'S BAY 
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GIVENCHY 

ANGE OU DEMON LE PARFUM 

& SON ACCORD ILLICITE 

Includes: one 75 mL eau de 
parfum and one 4 mL accord, 
which can be used alone 
or together to create an 
original third fragrance, $127. 
Exclusively ours. 


FENDI 

L’ACQUAROSSA 75 mL 

eau de parfum, 

; FAN Dl FENDI 

eau fraiche 75 mL, 
$98, and eau de 
parfum 75 mL, $118. 
Exclusively ours. 


Every Thing 
She Loves 


'X 


' JS 


Mother’s Day is 
Sunday, May 10 


YOUR GIFT 


Receive your choice of beauty 
pouch with the purchase of any 
large-size Fan di Fendi fragrance. 
Exclusively ours. 


YOUR GIFT 


Receive a Parfums Givenchy 
bag with the purchase of any 
large-size Givenchy fragrance 
Exclusively ours. 


>: 


All gifts are one per customer, 
while quantities last. 


SHOP THEBAY.COM 
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NEWFOUNDLAND, NOVA SCOTIA AND MANITOBA 

Suspicious packages 
sent to court buildings 


Some court buildings in two 
Atlantic provinces dealt with 
suspicious packages on Wed¬ 
nesday, the latest in a series 
of similar incidents that have 
now touched three provinces. 

Police in Newfoundland say a 
total of five suspicious packages 
were reviewed without incident. 

In Nova Scotia, the RCMP said 
court buildings in Sydney, Yar¬ 
mouth, Digby, Port Hawlcesbuiy 
and Truro either had suspicious 
packages delivered or were inter¬ 
cepted before delivery on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

RCMP Staff Sgt. Boyd Merrill 
says the packages in Newfound¬ 
land were reported in Grand 
Falls-Windsor, Gander, Stephen- 
ville, Clarenville and Grand Bank. 

The RCMP say none of the 
packages have so far posed a 
risk to the public. 

In Nova Scotia, the Mounties 
have assigned their major crimes 
unit to the case. 

“At this time we do not believe 
these packages put the public 
at any risk, however we must 
remain vigilant and take all ne¬ 
cessary precautions,” Insp. Larry 
Wilson of the major crimes said 


in a statement. 

Two more packages forced 
the evacuation of the provincial 
Supreme Court building in St. 
John’s and the Danny Williams 
Building, a court complex in 
Comer Brook. 

Three of the packages in New¬ 
foundland have been confirmed 
by police as originating from the 
same international address and 
with similar contents to pack¬ 
ages reviewed by the RCMP in 
Nova Scotia. 

But RCMP say they can’t 
confirm any link with similar 
deliveries in Nova Scotia and 
Manitoba. 

Packages were received April 8 
at Manitoba provincial court 
buildings in Winnipeg, Bran¬ 
don, Morden and Minnedosa, 
all of which tested negative for 
dangerous substances. 

A spokeswoman for the Mani¬ 
toba provincial court system has 
said she was told the packages 
contained reams of paper filled 
with case law. She said packages, 
believed to be from China, were 
also sent to court offices in Por¬ 
tage La Prairie and Thompson. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


SOUTHERN ONTARIO 

Child porn bust prompts 
international operation 


Dozens of suspects, including 
some as young as 12, have been 
arrested in connection with a 
child pornography investigation 
that began in southern Ontario 
and spanned many countries. 

Details of the investigation— 
known as Project Hydra—were 
revealed by York Regional Police 
on Wednesday. 

“Our project began with one 
child victim in York Region and 
through investigation has grown 
into a significant international 
project with thousands of poten¬ 
tial victims,” said Insp. Tim Kelly. 
“The investigation is ongoing and 
continues to grow with eveiy 
stone that is overturned.” 

Police said 41 suspects have 
been arrested and 110 charges 
have been laid in North America. 
The charges include possession, 
distribution and accessing of 
child pornography. Seventeen 
of the suspects were arrested 
in Canada. 

The investigation began in 
April last year after the Ottawa- 
based National Child Exploitation 
Co-ordination Centre told York 
Regional Police about images 
of child pornography that were 
uploaded from a residence in 
York Region. 

After executing a search war¬ 
rant at the residence, investiga¬ 
tors learned that a young per¬ 
son had allegedly uploaded the 
images. 


“The young person advised 
investigators that they had been 
chatting, sending and receiv¬ 
ing child pornography with un¬ 
known people throughout the 
world via popular social network¬ 
ing websites and private chat 
rooms,” said Kelly. 

“Investigators learned that 
the young person had been a 
victim of child exploitation and 
had been coerced into providing 
self exploited images to the un¬ 
known people online.” 

That finding opened the door 
to a much larger operation. 

Police contacted owners of the 
website used by the young person 
and identified suspects around 
the world who were exchanging 
child pornography through the 
use of cloud storage. 

York region police then col¬ 
laborated with the Department 
of Homeland Security, the FBI, 
INTERPOL, the RCMP, the OPP 
and various other forces across 
Canada, many of whom launched 
parallel investigations. 

Part of the efforts of York Re¬ 
gion police included the creation 
of 356 investigative packages — 
containing screenshots of online 
chats, child sexual abuse im¬ 
ages and locations of suspects 
— which were distributed to 
police agencies in 17 different 
countries to allow forces to take 
action in their own jurisdiction. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



QUEBEC PROVINCE LOOKS AT GETTING TOUGH ON SMOKING Robert Labelle smokes a cigarette on Wednesday in Montreal 
as his friend Michel Casey looks on. The Liberals tabled Bill 44 Tuesday, which would put an end to smoking on restaurant and 
bar patios. Some bar owners are worried that the new rules will result in clients opting to stay home at a time when business 
is already slumping, colin perkel/the Canadian press 


Pot process is 'backwards’: 
Former attorney general 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Regulation 
should fall to 
feds, not cities, 
saysBowbrick 

As the City of Victoria gets 
ready to debate cracking 
down on pot shops, former 
British Columbia lawmakers 


say the federal government 
is forcing cities to take the 
lead on medical marijuana 
regulation. 

Graeme Bowbriclc is among 
four former B.C. attorneys 
general who backed a coali¬ 
tion in 2011 called Stop the 
Violence B.C. to regulate and 
tax marijuana. 

Bowbriclc says he supports 
the effort that cities are mak¬ 
ing to regulate businesses 


selling pot, but the process 
is happening “backwards” 
because Ottawa should have 
first decriminalized mari¬ 
juana. 

Victoria city council is 
set to debate a staff report 
Thursday that recommends 
getting tough on the city’s 
18 marijuana-related busi¬ 
nesses, of which only seven 
have business licences. 

Mayor Lisa Helps says her 


biggest concern is that the 
unregulated sale of pot is 
harming youth, leading some 
to suffer from early-onset 
schizophrenia and psychosis. 

The move comes as Van¬ 
couver considers a plan to 
regulate its 80 medical ma¬ 
rijuana dispensaries, which 
are illegal under federal law 
but have been generally tol¬ 
erated by police. 
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Candidate suspended for 
threatening to shoot rival 


-KTKWOHU 

GENERAL 



A member of the public walks past a betting shop window with a display for the general 
election in Govan, Scotland, on Wednesday. Britain goes to the polls Thursday. 


SCOTT HEPPELL/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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We've suspended him 
immediately, which is the right 
thing to do, and we do have a 
history of getting rid of people 
when they do something wrong 
very quickly indeed. 

UKIP deputy chief Paul Nuttall 


U.K. INDEPENDENCE PARTY 

Robert Blay 
recorded by 
an undercover 
reporter 

Britain’s political leaders vis¬ 
ited factories, farms, super¬ 
markets and schools Wed¬ 
nesday on the final day of 
campaigning before an elec¬ 
tion predicted to be excruciat¬ 
ingly close and frustratingly 
indecisive. 

The election race drew to 
a bumpy close for the U.K. 
Independence Party (UKIP), 
which suspended a candidate 
for making remarks about 
shooting his Conservative op¬ 
ponent in the head. 

Robert Blay, who was run¬ 
ning in the southern English 
seat of North East Hampshire, 
was recorded by an undercover 
reporter saying he would “put 
a bullet between (the) eyes” of 
Conservative candidate Ranil 
Jayawardena if Jayawardena 
became prime minister. 

The Daily Mirror ran footage 
of Blay making the comments 
and saying Jayawardena, who 
has Sri Lankan heritage, was 
“not British enough to be in 
our Parliament.” 

“We’ve suspended him im¬ 
mediately, which is the right 
thing to do, and we do have 
a history of getting rid of 
people when they do some¬ 
thing wrong very quickly in¬ 
deed,” said UKIP deputy chief 
Paul Nuttall. 

Hampshire police said they 
were reviewing the comments 
as part of “initial inquiries” 
but added that no one had 
been arrested. 

It is the latest in a string 


of embarrassing comments 
by members of UKIP, which 
has seen support grow for its 
anti-European Union stance 
and hopes to win a handful 
of seats on Thursday. 

Small parties could play 
a major role in determining 
who governs Britain after an 
election that polls suggest is 
too close to call. Neither the 
Conservatives nor Labour look 
likely to win a majority of 
House of Commons seats, and 
their poll ratings have bare¬ 
ly shifted during the month¬ 
long campaign, with each 
supported by about a third 


of voters. 

Both big parties, however, 
insisted they were aiming for 
outright victory. Prime Minis¬ 
ter David Cameron acknow¬ 
ledged he was “nervous” about 
the result but said he hadn’t 
spent time planning for post¬ 


election talks with prospective 
coalition partners. 

“I’m out there tiying to con¬ 
vince people that the Con¬ 
servative Party has the right 
answers to keep the econ¬ 
omy growing, to keep creat¬ 
ing those jobs, cutting those 


Q INFLUENCE 

Also facing a dramatic 
reduction in influence are 
the Liberal Democrats. 

The party has been junior 
coalition partner to Cam¬ 
eron's Conservatives since 
2010 but has seen its rat¬ 
ings slide to single digits 
and looks set to lose a big 
chunk of its 59 seats. 

But leader Nick Clegg 
insisted his party "will be 
the surprise story of the 
election." 

"We are going to do so 
much better than any¬ 
body thinks," Clegg said. 


taxes, investing in our NHS 
(health service),” he said. 

Labour Leader Ed Miliband 
told BBC radio: “I’m not coun¬ 
tenancing defeat. I’m focusing 
on winning the election.” 

Miliband faced a torrent 
of last-minute criticism from 
right-leaning British news¬ 
papers, which have depicted 
the prospect of a Labour gov¬ 
ernment supported by the 
separatist Scottish National 
Party — one possible election 
outcome — as a threat to Brit¬ 
ain’s future. 

British newspapers do not 
confine their attempts at pol¬ 
itical influence to editorial- 
page endorsements. The Ru¬ 
pert Murdoch-owned Sun ran 
a front-page photo of Miliband 
awkwardly eating a bacon 
sandwich, with the headline 
“Save Our Bacon.” 

The right-wing Daily Mail 
urged readers not to let “a 
class-war zealot and the SNP 
destroy our economy — and 
our very nation.” 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Migrants rescued 
after 12 days at sea 


ISRAEL 

PM forms coalition 
government in time 


Nearly 100 migrants who re¬ 
ported being at sea for 12 days 
arrived in Sicily on Wednesday 
as diplomats mulled a draft 
UN resolution authorizing an 
EU mission to seize the smug¬ 
glers’ boats that are fueling the 
Mediterranean migrant crisis. 

The 98 migrants, a third 
of them women and three of 
them pregnant, were among 
hundreds of would-be refugees 
who arrived in Italian ports 
Wednesday after being rescued 
from overcrowded dinghies and 


fishing boats in recent days. 
Most have set off from Libya, 
where human traffickers char¬ 
ging migrants around $1,000 
apiece are operating with near¬ 
impunity amid the country’s 
political chaos. 

A draft UN resolution would 
authorize an EU mission for 
one year to seize boats where 
there’s credible evidence 
they’re being used by smug¬ 
glers, a council diplomat said 
Wednesday in New York. 
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U.S. gunman's final tweet 
hinted at Texas assault 

About 20 minutes before 
the shooting at a Texas 
cartoon contest that fea¬ 
tured images of the Prophet 
Muhammad, a final tweet 
posted on an account 
linked to one of the gun¬ 
men said: "May Allah ac¬ 
cept us as mujahideen," or 
holy warriors. Among the 
Twitter hashtags used by 
the account was "#texas- 
attack." Federal authorities 
confirm the account be¬ 
longed to 31-year-old Elton 
Simpson, the associated press 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on Wednesday com¬ 
pleted the formation of a new 
coalition government, reaching a 
last-minute deal with a national¬ 
ist party just before a midnight 
deadline. 

The late-night deal saved Net¬ 
anyahu from the unthinkable 
scenario of being forced from 
office. But it set the stage for the 
formation of a narrow coalition 
dominated by hard-line and reli¬ 
gious parties that appears to be 
on a collision course with the 


U.S. and other allies. 

With a slim majority of just 61 
seats in the 120-seat parliament, 
Netanyahu could also struggle 
to press forward with a domes¬ 
tic agenda. 

After Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
won March 17 elections with 30 
seats, it seemed he would have 
a relatively easy time forming a 
coalition. But during a six-week 
negotiating process, the task 
turned out to be much more 
difficult than anticipated. 
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GERMANWINGS 

Co-pilot 

practised 

descent 

pre-crash 

The co-pilot of Germanwings 
Flight 9525 appears to have 
practised sending the jetliner 
into a deadly descent on an¬ 
other flight, just two hours 
before he intentionally crashed 
into the French Alps, investiga¬ 
tors said Wednesday. 

The revelation appears to 
support the theoiy that the Ger¬ 
manwings crash was not only 
deliberate but premeditated. 
It came in a 30-page interim 
report from the French acci¬ 
dent-investigation agency BEA. 

Authorities are still puzzling 
over why Andreas Lubitz, who 
had suffered from suicidal ten¬ 
dencies and depression in the 
past, locked the captain out of 
the cockpit on March 24 and 
sent the Airbus A320 hurtling 
into a mountain, killing all 150 
people on board. 

Lubitz seemed to be toying 
with the airplane’s settings on 
the earlier flight from Dues- 
seldorf to Barcelona, program¬ 
ming it for a sharp descent 
multiple times in a 4-1/2-minute 
period while the pilot was out 
of the cockpit before resetting 
the controls, the report said. 
Unlike the later flight, he did 
not lock the pilot out of the 
cockpit. 

The plane’s “selected alti¬ 
tude” changed repeatedly and 
several times was set as low as 
30 metres above sea level. The 
report says Lubitz also put the 
engines on idle, which gives 
the plane the ability to quickly 
descend. 

On the doomed flight from 
Barcelona to Duesseldorf, Lub¬ 
itz also set a 30-metre altitude 
before the plane crashed into 
the Alps. 

Aviation experts say it would 
be highly unusual for a pilot to 
repeatedly set a plane for such 
a low altitude for no apparent 
reason. The report said Lubitz 
did so while air-traffic control¬ 
lers were asking him to bring 
the airplane down gradually 
from 35,000 feet to 21,000 feet 
for its descent to Barcelona. 

A BEA chart showed the 
plane didn’t actually descend 
sharply while Lubitz was re¬ 
peatedly adjusting the settings, 
so the passengers and crew 
might not have noticed any 
change. 

“The captain didn’t realize 
at all, because the co-pilot’s 
tests during the outgoing flight 
took place during a normal, 
preprogrammed descent and 
it never had an impact on the 
plane’s trajectoiy,” said Remi 
Jouty, the director of BEA. 

Aviation experts said the BEA 
findings were clearly unusual. 
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Barbed wire vs. Russia’s power 



In this photo taken in April, a Ukrainian border guard officer speaks on a phone near a national 
flag attached to the fence on the Ukrainian-Russian border near Hoptivka, Kharkiv. 

INNA VARENYTSIA/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


KHARKIV REGION 

Ukrainian 
fortifications 
reminiscent of 
WWI trenches 

The flimsy, razor wire-topped 
fences popping up along bare 
expanses of Ukraine’s eastern 
frontier are the first line of de¬ 
fence against a much-feared 
Russian invasion. 

Trenches fortified by timber 
have been hollowed out for sol¬ 
diers to take up positions. And 
bulky, metallic obstacles looped 
together with more barbed wire 
are laid across the fields to halt 
advancing tanks and infantry. 

A little more than a year 
and a half ago, the veiy idea 
of creating such fortifications 
— reminiscent of First World 
War trench warfare — would 
have struck many as perverse. 
But the project was announced 
with fanfare in summer, as fight¬ 
ing against Moscow-backed sep¬ 
aratists reached peak intensity. 

In December, Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyulc said that the 
program, dubbed “Project Wall,” 


would cost almost $520 million 
and take four years to complete. 

Now doubts are creeping in. 

With much of eastern 
Ukraine in the hands of Rus¬ 
sian-backed separatists, large 
swaths of the border remain 
impossible to secure — mean¬ 
ing enemy troops can just sneak 
in through areas under rebel 
control. And cash-strapped au¬ 
thorities have already had to 
revise budgets downward, so 
there’s little money for build¬ 
ing defences. 

The project is for now centred 
on the Kharkiv region, which 
lies north of the conflict zone 
and shares a 315-kilometre bor¬ 
der with Russia. To insulate that 
region from any separatist offen¬ 
sive, another layer of protection 
is being built on the frontier 
with areas under rebel control. 

Views are mixed among resi¬ 
dents in the city of Kharkiv, 
the regional capital, about the 
wisdom of building defences. 

Some in the economic power¬ 
house of 1.4 million people em¬ 
brace the idea, and look with 
distress to the fate that befell 
the neighbouring, mainly Rus¬ 
sian-speaking Donetsk and Lu- 
hanslc regions. More than 6,000 


people have died to date as a 
result of fighting between gov¬ 
ernment and rebel forces. 

“We need to protect ourselves 
somehow,” said Sergei Kotlyar, 
46. “But, of course, this won’t 
give us 100 per cent guarantees, 
even if it holds back the enemy 
for a little time.” 


Others believe investing in 
fences and trenches is a waste 
of money, noting that anti-tank 
defences will be of limited use 
against the rocket launchers 
widely deployed over the course 
of the war. 

“Who is it going to stop?” 
said 22-year old Kharkiv resident 


Anatasia Duda. “A country like 
Russia definitely has the means 
to deal with slabs of metal. And 
what’s the use of that wall when 
the border with Donetsk isn’t 
even under control?” 

In earlier times, lines separat¬ 
ing the republics of the Soviet 
Union were viewed as little 


© 

What's the use 
of that wall when 
the border with 
Donetsk isn't even 
under control? 

Anastasia Duda 

more than a formality, so fam¬ 
ilies and communities straddled 
inconspicuously across borders. 
On paper, that changed with 
the collapse of the Soviet Union 
in 1991. 

But scant security along the 
2,300-kilometre (1,400-mile) de¬ 
marcation between Russia and 
Ukraine has for two decades 
ensured a smuggler’s dream. 

Farmers and their livestock 
blithely crisscrossed in areas 
where it has never quite been 
entirely clear which country 
one was in. 

With the government forced 
to cut costs across the board as 
the economy struggles under 
the weight of war, the budget 
for the project has been reduced 
twofold. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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shower gel, 240 
mL firming body 
emulsion and 60mL 
eau de toilette, $59. 
Exclusively ours. 



CLARISONIC 
MIA2 SONIC CLEANSING 
DEVICE in three limited- 
edition shades, $180 each. 


& 



•THERM 





All gifts are one per customer, 
while quantities last. 


SHOP THEBAY.COM 













































20 Thursday, May 7,2015 


Business metrSNEWS 


Oculus Rift launch date set 



Attendees wear Oculus Rift HD virtual reality displays as they play EVE: Valkyrie, a multiplayer 
virtual reality shooter game, at the 2014 International CES. robyn beck/afp/getty images 


GAMING 

Facebook says 
virtual reality 
headset to ship 
early next year 

Virtual reality is getting closer 
to a commercial reality as Fa- 
ceboolc-owned Oculus VR has 
announced a consumer version 
of their headset will become 
available in early 2016. 

“We’re incredibly excited to 
announce that the Rift will be 
shipping to consumers in Q1 
2016!” tweeted Nate Mitch¬ 
ell, Oculus’s vice-president of 
product. 

Oculus VR launched the cur¬ 
rent wave of virtual reality, un¬ 
veiling the prototype of the Rift 
in 2012 to rapturous reviews. 
The company launched a Kick- 
starter campaign that raised 
just over $2.4 million. Facebook 
purchased the company for $2 
billion in March 2014. 

Virtual reality technology 
has had many highs and lows 
over the last 40 years, but 
has failed to capture people’s 
imagination for a number of 
reasons. Early attempts fea¬ 


tured cumbersome technol¬ 
ogy that lacked the ability to 
create truly immersive graph¬ 
ics experiences and carried 
high costs. 

Improvements in screen 
technology, graphics and the 
current focus on the poten¬ 


tially lucrative hardcore gamer 
market have drawn big-name 
companies to the technology in 
recent months. Despite the cur¬ 
rent hype, there are still some 
issues, including the potential 
to cause motion sickness in 
some users. 


Oculus revealed a little more 
information in a blog post. The 
model will be based on the 
Crescent Bay model available 
as part of the developer’s kit 
for the device. 

“The Oculus Rift builds on 
the presence, immersion, and 


comfort of the Crescent Bay 
prototype with an improved 
tracking system that supports 
both seated and standing ex¬ 
periences, as well as a highly 
refined industrial design, and 
updated ergonomics for a more 
natural fit,” the company said 
in the post. 

With many companies aim¬ 
ing to release commercial ver¬ 
sions of their virtual reality 
products by the end of this year, 
Oculus faced being left behind. 

Oculus has been working 
on the creation of a full ex¬ 
perience, and even warned its 
competitors not to release bad 
headsets for fear of turning 
people off the nascent tech- 
nology. 

“We’re a little worried about 
some of the bigger compan¬ 
ies putting out product that 
isn’t quite ready,” said Brendan 
Iribe, Oculus VR’s CEO at Dub¬ 
lin’s Web Summit conference 
in November. “That elephant 
in the room is disorientation 
and motion sickness.... We’re 
encouraging other companies, 
particularly the big consumer 
companies, to not put out a 
product until they’ve solved 
that problem.” 
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SILICON VALLEY JOBS 

Few Asians rise to 
executives: Study 


Google, Yahoo and other major 
technology companies are far 
more inclined to hire Asians as 
computer programmers than to 
promote them to become man¬ 
agers or executives, according 
to a study released Wednesday. 

Ascend, a group focused on 
Asian business issues, based 
its conclusions on 2013 data 
filed with U.S. employment 
regulators by five Silicon Val¬ 
ley companies — Google Inc., 
Yahoo Inc. Intel Corp., Hewlett- 
Packard Co. and Linlcedln Corp. 

The report found that Asians 
held 27 per cent of the profes¬ 
sional jobs yet only 14 per cent 
of executive posts. By compari¬ 
son, whites held 62 per cent 
of the professional jobs at the 
studied companies, but filled 80 
per cent of the executive jobs. 


Q ASIAN WOMEN 

Double whammy 

The Ascend study found 
there was only one Asian 
female executive for every 
287 Asian women at the 
five companies. But there 
was one white female 
executive for every 123 
white women. 


Corporate America often em¬ 
braces confident, outspoken in¬ 
dividuals with unconventional 
ideas. In contrast, many Asians 
are taught to be deferential 
and cling to a belief that doing 
a good job will automatically 
be rewarded. 
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Canada Post gives online 
shoppers more options 

Canada Post is launching 
a new feature that gives 
online shoppers greater 
control over their parcels. 
The postal service said 
Wednesday that FlexDe- 
livery will allow customers 
to decide which post of¬ 
fice receives the deliv¬ 
ery of their online order 
instead of being mailed to 
their home. Canada Post 
said consumers will need 
to register for a unique 
identification code on 
their website. Users will 
then receive a unique 
FlexDelivery address 
which substitutes for their 
traditional mailing ad¬ 
dress. When the order ar¬ 
rives, the user will receive 
an email notification, the 

CANADIAN PRESS 

Kickstarter project fails 

Backers of a failed ef¬ 
fort on the crowdfunding 
website Kickstarter are 
considering their op¬ 
tions after founders of a 
coffee maker missed a 
mid-April deadline to get 
the project back on track. 
ZPM Espresso claimed its 
Nocturne coffee maker 
was the world's first smart 
espresso machine for the 
home because of a pro¬ 
grammable control chip 
more common in com¬ 
mercial machines. Yet the 
company's plans never 
materialized. In January, 
ZPM Espresso announced 
it was shutting down. Now 
supporters who spent as 
much as $1,000 US on the 
machine are looking for 
answers. 
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Your essential daily news 


NDP reveals 
big cracks in 
Tory armour 



This is a week when size¬ 
able potholes have sur¬ 
faced on Stephen Harper’s 
road to re-election. 

The NDP’s majority 
victory in Alberta has re¬ 
inforced the federal New 
Democrats’ claim that their 
party is ready for prime 
time nationally. At a min¬ 
imum, the provincial elec¬ 
tion has exposed cracks in 
the walls of the country’s 
main Conservative fortress. 

At the same time, Harper 
is suddenly at risk of losing 
the upper hand on the cen¬ 
tral battlefield of tax cuts 
to the Liberals. 

The two developments 
are independent of each 
other, but what connects 
them is that they find the 
ruling Conservatives play¬ 
ing defense on two flanks 
that they believed to be 
bullet-proof. 

The 40 per cent of Alber¬ 
tans who ushered the NDP 
into government this week 
did not vote for Thomas 
Mulcair by proxy. And a 
slim majority of the prov¬ 
ince’s voters stuck with the 
right, either by supporting 
the Wildrose party or Jim 
Prentice’s Tories. 

The good news for Harp¬ 
er is that those voters can 
be expected to unite be¬ 
hind his federal Conserva¬ 
tives next fall. 


The bad news is that 
they are not spread evenly 
across the province. 

On Tuesday premier- 
elect Rachel Notley’s New 
Democrats won more than 
20 ridings with a majority 
of the vote. Many of those 
seats were won with 60 per 
cent support or more. In 
another half a dozen rid¬ 
ings, the combined score 
of the NDP and the Liberals 
added up to more than 50 
per cent. 

Based on those results, a 
sizeable contingent of Al¬ 
berta voters does not come 
across as predisposed to 
support the federal Con¬ 
servatives next fall. 

Alberta’s 87 provincial 
ridings work out to 34 fed¬ 
eral ones. The provincial 
results suggest that Harp¬ 
er’s Conservatives could be 
campaigning against a tide 
for change in more than a 
quarter of them, mostly in 
the Edmonton area. 

Conventional wisdom 
has it that vote-splitting 
between the NDP and the 
Liberals will still pave the 
way for the re-election of 
most of Alberta’s Conserva¬ 
tive incumbents and that 
may well be right. 

In the federal by-elec¬ 
tions that have taken place 
in the province since Justin 
Trudeau became leader, the 
Liberals scored immensely 
better than Mulcair’s New 
Democrats. If Notley’s suc¬ 
cess translates into a bump 
in support for her federal 
cousins, the result could be 


a more divided anti-Harper 
vote, not only in Alberta, 
but from coast to coast to 
coast. 

Still, in the big picture, 
there comes a point when 
two strong opposition par¬ 
ties, instead of eating each 
other’s lunches, start tak¬ 
ing sizeable bites out of 
different sections of the 
incumbent’s pie. 

That’s what happened 
to the Parti Quebecois last 
year. 

So far, the Conservatives 
have focused their attacks 
on Trudeau. Polls have long 
suggested that the Liberals, 
not the NDP, are the main 
threat to a fourth Conserv¬ 
ative victory next fall. 

But, what if, in their ef¬ 
forts to weaken the Liber¬ 
als, the Conservatives open 
themselves up for a kill at 
the hands of a conversely 
strengthened NDP? 

As unlikely as the scen¬ 
ario of a Mulcair victory 
may seem, it is still less 
improbable than the ad¬ 
vent of a majority NDP 
government in Alberta was 
thought to be only a few 
weeks ago. 

It is a risk that Harper’s 
Conservatives will now 
need to reassess. 

At the same time, Tru¬ 
deau is now challenging 
the Conservatives on their 
tax-cutting turf. 

Two days after he un¬ 
veiled two platform planks 
— a tax cut for middle- 
income earners and an 
enhanced child benefit tar- 


As unlikely as a 
Mulcair victory 
seems, it's less 
improbable than 
an NDP majority 
in Alberta was 
thought to be only 
a few weeks ago. 


geted to middle-class fam¬ 
ilies — Conservative spin 
doctors are still uncharac¬ 
teristically struggling to 
come up with an effective 
response. 

To date, they have not 
managed to do better than 
try to bluster their way out 
of a trap that finds them 
standing up for the more 
affluent section of the elec¬ 
torate. It does not help that 
the trap is largely of the 
government’s own making. 

Harper’s re-election for a 
fourth mandate has always 
hinged on a divided oppos¬ 
ition and post-Alberta elec¬ 
tion that remains a poten¬ 
tially winning condition 
for his party. 

But a week that has 
seen both the hands of 
the Liberals and the NDP 
reinforced at Conservative 
expense is not one that 
bodes especially well for 
the game plan of the Prime 
Minister. 

Chantal Hebert is a national 
affairs writer. Her column 
appears in Metro every 
Thursday. 
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metro view 

Deviants? Out-of- 
towners? No, Alberta 
has progressives, too 



You can stop laughing now. 
Alberta politics have long 
been a joke to liberal, or even 
centrist, outsiders. You know, 
Alberta “politics,” wink, wink. 

But the NDP’s incredible 
win means the joke is over. 

We’re now in the position 
of envying Alberta for more 
than its alcohol prices and 
legal drinking age. We’re 
envying it for its democracy. 

In the words of pollster An¬ 
gus Reid — who’s seen only 
Conservatives govern Alberta 
since he began polling in the 
1970s — “change is indeed 
possible.” 

“This has big implications, 
and I think it’s going to send 
a shiver down the spines of a 
lot politicians that think they 
can ride in on cynicism” and 
low voter turnout, he said. 

The election brought 
in 58.1 per cent of voters, 
Elections Alberta said. That’s 
much higher than voter 
turnout during the last two 
elections and a significant 
step above the average 50.9 
per cent over the last six 
elections, according to media 
reports. 

Albertan friends of mine 
say this election shows the 
nuances of Alberta politics, a 
phrase most out-of-province 
Canadians have never heard. 

Callers to a morning radio 
show in Calgary spoke yes¬ 
terday about how their vote 
mattered for the first time in 
40 years, because their candi¬ 
date got elected. Even some 
of those who voted Conserva¬ 
tive spoke of their excitement 
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about the variety of views 
given a voice. 

“I know a lot of people 
that aren’t rednecks, and 
maybe that wasn’t previously 
reflected,” said a friend of 
mine who hails from south¬ 
ern Alberta, heartland of the 
former Conservative dynasty. 

A gay friend in Edmonton 
told me: “This is first time in 
my life where I haven’t voted 
out of fear for what could 
happen to me.” 

In the last election, he 
voted for the PCs to stop the 
far-right Wildrose Party from 
winning. The PCs miscalcu¬ 
lated the number of progres¬ 
sives like him that have kept 
them in power, he said. 

David Shepherd, the new 
NDP MLA for Edmonton-Cen- 
tre, grew up in the city, under 
that monotone provincial 
government. He told me he’s 
“always believed there was a 
strong progressive voice.” 

They aren’t the voices of 
deviants or out-of-towners. 
They’re Albertans, too. 

Now, the rest of us need 
to rethink that stereotype of 
Alberta as the nation’s small 
town, isolated by right-wing 
ideas and traditional Chris¬ 
tian values. 

She’s not just your Great 
Aunt Alberta, eating steak 
and drinking oil at eveiy 
meal — though she’s still got 
a lot of conservatism left. 

I’d like to take that lady out 
for tea — the whole ideologic¬ 
al spectrum of her — and 
thank her for reminding us 
what elections can do. 


PHILOSOPHERCAT 

by Jason Logan 
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Bigger than the Beatles: Study says hip hop more musically influential than the Fab Four 


In bloom: Local for mom 



MOTHER'S DAY 

Ethical flowers 
are beautiful 
in more ways 
than one 

Worker’s rights and environ¬ 
mental sustainability are not 
necessarily subjects one thinks 
about on Mother’s Day — but 
our floral preferences can have 
an impact on both. 

“I think we should consider 
where our flowers come from the 
same way we do with food,” says 
Calida Grymaloski, who along 
with her partner runs Bathtub 
Gardens, a two-acre flower farm 
that uses organic growing meth¬ 
ods in Pemberton, B.C. 

“Conventionally grown 
blooms are often bred to be 
packed and shipped so the focus 
is on maxing out the vase life 
rather than the beauty of the 
flower itself,” says Giymaloski. 

Latin American countries like 
Colombia, Ecuador — source 
of the majority of cut flowers 


in Canada — tend to have lax 
labour laws and health-and-safety 
codes, according to groups like 
the Ethical Trading Initiative 
and US Labor Education in the 
Americas Project. 

As well, many cut flowers 
from developing countries are 
grown using toxic pesticides 
banned in Canada, and imported 
flowers are not tested for pesti¬ 
cide residues, according to the 
David Suzuki Foundation. 

A medical survey by Oxfam 
Colombia showed that two-thirds 
of Colombia’s flower workers 
had suffered from health prob¬ 
lems related to pesticide expos¬ 
ure. 

A Better Bouquet 

But before you give up on bou¬ 
quets altogether, consider get¬ 
ting mom a locally grown bou¬ 
quet on Sunday. 

Grown year-round in many 
parts of the country, Canadian 
cut flowers are typically grown 
without pesticides — even at 
farms that are not certified 
organic, according to Joseph 
Delarge of Eco Stems, an eth¬ 
ical and sustainable flower 


shop in Toronto. 

And with our labour codes, 
workers are protected here. 

He also maintains that where 
flowers are grown sustainably, 
their quality is better. 

“Our customers find that 
these flowers actually last longer 
because we harvest them only 
days before delivery. Convention¬ 
ally grown flowers of the same 
type will have been harvested 
sometimes three weeks before 
they end up in your vase.” 

Lest you think local is too lim¬ 
iting, there’s a wide variety of 
grown-in-Canada blooms you 
can get this time of year. 

Delarge says he has irises, 
tulips, roses, orchids, calla lil¬ 
ies, ranunculus and anemones 
in his fridge right now. 

Grymaloski says they grow 
80 varieties on their farm, with 
a more unique selection than 
those found on a conventional 
farm. 

If you’re worried about break¬ 
ing the bank, she says their 
prices can be comparable to 
conventionally grown flowers, 
although the selection might 



be a little different. 

“We typically avoid growing 
commodity crops like long¬ 
stemmed roses, baby’s breath, 
carnations and even sunflowers 
which are grown as monocrops 
on large chunks of land with 
massive infrastructure,” she says. 
“However we want our custom¬ 
ers to receive fair prices and a 
quality product, so we focus on 
different species that are more 
suitable to small-scale produc¬ 
tion.” 

She says that i 
tomers buy 
flowers direct¬ 
ly through them 
via farmers mar¬ 
kets, their Com¬ 
munity Sup¬ 
ported Agriculture 
program or their lo¬ 
cal farm stand, the 
prices would be comparable 
with a standard bouquet. 

METRO LIFE 

Ranunculus, tulips 
and calla lilies are all 
grown in Canada. 


OTHER OPTIONS 


Fairtrade 

• If you can't stay away 
from those long-stem roses, 
you're probably looking at 
getting flowers grown out¬ 
side of Canada. 

• Look for Fairtrade or 
Veriflora-certified bouquets. 
These programs ensure 
the farms promote healthy 
workplaces and sustainable 
farming practices. 

Native varieties 

• Delarge and Grymaloski 
say cut flowers are almost 
never native, so if you are 
looking to get mom some 
indigenous flowers, potted 
plants are the way to go. 

• Check with your local 
garden centre. Local park 
organizations and botan¬ 
ical gardens will also often 
have native plant sales in 
the spring. 
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Like mother, like daughter 


FAMILY BUSINESS 

Young actress 
Shailyn Pierre 
Dixon looks 
to her mom 
for inspiration 


Vawn 

Himmelsbach 

Metro | Life 


Shailyn Pierre Dixon just tried out 
for her school’s softball team and 
she’s pretty sure she made the cut. 
But it’s hard to tell if she’s more 
excited about playing softball or 
finding out she’s just been nom¬ 
inated for a Golden Maple Award 
as newcomer of the year in a TV 
series broadcast in the U.S. 

At 11 years old, Shailyn already 
has some serious acting cred under 
her belt, starring as the young Ami- 
nata in The Book of Negroes and 
joining the cast of Netflix’s first 
Canadian co-production Between 
— a post-apocalyptic Lord of the 
Flies — that premieres May 21. 

But her mom wants to make sure 
she still gets to be a kid. The Cal¬ 
edon, Ont.-based actress, writer and 
producer Christina Dixon under¬ 
stands “movie land,” but she also 
knows what it’s like to be a mom. 

Between, for example, involved 
a rather scary cast member: a tiger. 

“Shailyn and I are both adrena¬ 
line junkies,” says Dixon. So when 
Shailyn read the script for Between, 
she was thrilled to find out she’d 
be working with a tiger. 

“Part of me was as excited and 
as stoked about it, and the mother 
in me was like, ‘Is this tiger going 


to eat my child?”’ 

But, she adds, Shailyn is fearless. 
“I wasn’t going to put any of my 
fear on her if she didn’t have any, 
so I bit my tongue.” 

Watching Shailyn on screen — es¬ 
pecially with the roles she’s chosen 
to play — can be challenging as a 
mother. 

“Shailyn is an incredibly happy 
person (and) she’s playing these 
roles where she’s the absolute op¬ 
posite of that — she’s depressed 
and oppressed and she’s being de¬ 
graded,” says Dixon. “It was really 
hard to watch at times.” 

Shailyn didn’t study acting. And 
she doesn’t really know how she 
taps into these complex characters. 

“I help with her auditions and 
coach her but she just jumped in,” 
says Dixon. 

“Her first movie was (Hollywood 
blockbuster) The Best Man Holiday 
— that’s how Shailyn does things 
in life. ... The opportunities she’s 
had are things people wait a life¬ 
time for, but it’s not something 

©QUICK FACTS 


About Christina Dixon 

• Dixon is an actress, writer 
and producer with her own 
independent film produc¬ 
tion company, Tigerlind Films, 
dedicated to addressing social 
issues. 

• She has independently pro¬ 
duced two short film projects, 
begun development on her 
documentary One Drop and is 
in the process of writing her 
first feature-length screenplay. 


© 

Obviously she's 
my mom, but she's 
also my best friend 

Shailyn on her actress mom 
Christina Dixon 

that’s fallen into her lap. She’s 
worked for it.” 

The challenge for Dixon is find¬ 
ing a way to help her daughter 
accomplish her dreams, while 
preserving her childhood — and 
balancing that with her own career. 

When they found out Shailyn 
landed the part in The Book of Ne¬ 
groes, they had less than 48 hours 
before they had to be on a plane 
to Cape Town. 

The first call Dixon made was to 
her mother, who asked what she 
could do to help. 

“Having that kind of support 
system makes it possible,” says 
Dixon. “You can’t do it by yourself.” 

Shailyn has already garnered 
a reputation for professionalism, 
which she attributes to her mom. 

“Obviously she’s my mom,” 
she says, “but she’s also my best 
friend and she inspires me all the 
time.” 

While Dixon plays multiple roles 
in Shailyn’s life, she wants to avoid 
being a “momager,” a word Shailyn 
doesn’t quite understand. When 
Dixon tries to explain the word’s 
negative connotations, Shailyn de¬ 
cides to come up with a new word, 
one that encompasses Dixon’s role 
as a mom, manager and actress: 
momertress. 

“We’ll keep working on that,” 
laughs Dixon. 

“I love that you look at the bright 
side, baby.” 



For Christina Dixon and her daughter Shailyn, acting runs in the family. 
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Author to face 
upset town 


NONFICTION BESTSELLER 

Jon Krakauer 
to visit place at 
heart of book 
on college rape 

Bestselling author Jon Krakauer 
is making one public appearance 
to promote his latest work, Mis¬ 
soula: Rape and the Justice Sys¬ 
tem in a College Town. It’s in 
the titular town, where he will 
face angry critics who say his 
decision to focus on the small 
Montana city is unfair. 

Krakauer said Tuesday he 
wanted to give those critics the 
chance to confront him about 
the book. 

“It took me by surprise that 
people were so upset by the title,” 
Krakauer told The Associated 
Press. “It seemed like a perfect 
example of a problem that exists 
nationwide.” 

“I never meant to hold Mis¬ 
soula up as the worst case. It’s 
not,” he added. 


© 


mishandled rape reports. The 
federal inquiry led to reforms 
in how the university and city 
respond to sexual assaults. 

Critics have denounced 
Krakauer, the author of the 
bestselling books Into Thin Air 
and Into the Wild, for turn¬ 
ing the spotlight on Missoula 
and accuse him of reopen¬ 
ing wounds inflicted by the 



Justice De¬ 
partment 
investiga¬ 
tion. Others 
criticize the book as a 
one-sided account that doesn’t 
include the voices of the pros¬ 
ecutors he depicts as failing the 
rape victims. 

Krakauer said he tried to get 
comment from Missoula Coun- 







Author Jon Krakauer says he will face his critics from Missoula — a small city that's home to 
the University of Montana and the subject of his new book about sexual assault on campus. 
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I never meant 
to hold Missoula 
up as the worst 
case. It's not 

Jon Krakauer 

The book, which ranks fourth 
on the New York Times hard¬ 
cover nonfiction bestseller list, 
uses the city to illustrate what 
Krakauer calls a nationwide prob¬ 
lem faced by rape victims to per¬ 
suade police and prosecutors to 
pursue their cases. 

The book focuses on several 
University of Montana women 
who were assaulted between 
2010 and 2012, the same period 
covered in a U.S. Department of 
Justice investigation into whether 
Missoula and university officials 
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ty Attorney Kirsten Pabst, but 
he stopped when her attorney 
threatened him with a lawsuit. 

Krakauer said he did not know 
what kind of reception to expect 
in Missoula but that he hoped 
the forum would “clear the air.” 

“I get it. Missoula takes a lot 
of pride in the town — as Mis- 
soulians should — and this book 
was seen as an attack on the in¬ 
tegrity of the town, which it is 
not,” Krakauer said. 

His focus on the town came 
after he started following rape 
cases across the nation, the au¬ 
thor said. He decided that the 
subject could be turned into a 
book after travelling to Montana 
to hear the impressive testimony 
of one of the victims he profiles, 
he said, the associated press 
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Clearing the air 

The forum, organized by 
Fact and Fiction Bookstore 
owner Barbara Theroux, 
will consist of University of 
Montana School of Jour¬ 
nalism Dean Larry Abram¬ 
son interviewing Krakauer 
and asking him questions 
submitted by the public in 
advance. "I think if people 
feel a little less uncomfort¬ 
able about the fact that this 
book was dropped on the 
town, and at least he came 
to explain himself, that 
would be a worthwhile goal 
to me," Abramson said. 
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Sophia Rossi's book, handout 


FEMALE FRIENDSHIP 

Zooey’s 
BFF tells 
tale of 
herbestie 

Emily 

Laurence 

Metro | New York City 


When Sophia Rossi launched 
the women’s lifestyle site Hello- 
Giggles back in 2011 with her 
friend Zooey Deschanel, media 
wasn’t exactly interested in 
women playing nice with each 
other. 

“Shows like The Hills were 
based so much on fighting friend¬ 
ships,” Rossi says. “We wanted 
to show that your friends are 
your family.” 

Four years later, the site has 
16 million unique visitors per 
month and Rossi has a book com¬ 
ing out, A Tale of Two Besties 
(out May 12), which celebrates 


female friendship. Eavesdrop 
on our girl talk below: 

What inspired you to write 
specifically for teens? 

I loved YA growing up. I read 
all the Sweet Valley High, The 
Baby-Sitters Club and Nancy 
Drew books. When Hello- 
Giggles started, (Zooey and I) 
created a community of 
people who had youth as their 
interest and I wanted to ex¬ 
tend that into a book. 

Did you reread the Sweet Val¬ 
ley High books as an adult? 


I did reread a few of them! For 
my birthday, Zooey collected 
all the Sweet Valley High and 
Baby-Sitters Club books on 
eBay for me, so we have them 
in our office ... Franchine 
Pascal, who wrote the Sweet 
Valley High series, actually 
blurbed my book, which is 
like a dream. 

You guys were friends when 
you launched HelloGiggles 
together. Do you have any 
tips for going into business 
with a friend? 

Yes. Celebrate your victories. I 


think we all get busy with our 
schedules, but it’s nice to stop 
and say, let’s get dinner and 
celebrate this. My other tip is 
having clear defining roles, 
especially at a startup. 

Who are your best friends 
now? 

I have a few besties... I just 
had a sleepover with my bestie 
Charlotte Ronson last night 
and her twin sister Saman¬ 
tha. And Lauren Conrad and 
I became so close when I was 
a writer for The Hills; I really 
consider her a sister. 























































met r# LIFE Gossip 


Thursday, May 7,2015 25 





SHOPPERS OPTIMUM 
BONUS POINTS® 

WHEN YOU SPEND $75 OR 
MORE ON ALMOST ANYTHING 
w IN THE STORE* ^ 


SAVINGS 

VALUE! 


BODY IMAGE 


Zooey won’tbe ‘sexy 
new mom in bikini' 


op KIND WORDS FOR BIEBER... FOR LOHAN, NOT SO MUCH 


New Girl star Zooey 
Deschanel is eager to 
temper expectations 
for what she’ll be do¬ 
ing after she gives 
birth to her first child, 
due later this year. 

“Haven’t we all 
seen those pic¬ 
tures of a sexy 
new mom in a 
bikini after one 
month? I will 
not be that per¬ 
son,” she tells 
Cosmopolitan. 

“I’ve always 
gone my owi 

BIRTHDAY GET-UP 


course and never been 
someone who had the need 
to be super skinny. I like 
a healthy look. I don’t 
buy into that slcinny-is- 
better mentality. I just 
eat healthy and work 
out and don’t worry 
about my weight 
too much. Actresses 
aren’t models, and 
most of them never 
wanted to be.” 

It’s fascinating 
how she can simultan¬ 
eously inspire and aggra¬ 
vate other women, no? 

NED EHRBAR/METRO 


Lady Gaga's life 
advice to Beebs 

Justin Bieber has found a sur¬ 
prising ally in Lady Gaga. The 
two pop stars spent some 
time together at the Met Gala 
earlier this week and took a 
few selfies — one of which 
Gaga herself posted recently 
along with a lengthy caption 
coming to the troubled Can¬ 


adian 
wunder- 
kind's 
defence. 
"He 

really has 
a sweet¬ 
ness to 
him" she 
writes. 

"He grew up in front of the 
whole world. I reminded him 


Selfieat Met Gala. 

INSTAGRAM/LADYGAGA 


to not get bothered. Because 
at the end of the day, he's 
the boss, and life isn't always 
roses. Lots of thorns." 

LiLo community 
service update 

Today marks the day Lindsay 
Lohan has to check in with 
the court and show that she's 
making progress on those 


pesky 125 hours of commun¬ 
ity service she was ordered 
to finish by May 28, and word 
is she's still got a long way 
to go. 

"Lindsay has hardly made a 
dent in the court-ordered 125 
hours of community service. 
It's an extremely unimpressive 
number so far — less than 
20 hours total," a source tells 
Radar Online, ned ehrbar/metro 


Dad Bods: Squishy is sexy 


Adele celebrates 27 th 
as George Michael 


It’s Adele’s party, and she’ll 
dress up like Faith-era George 
Michael if she wants to. 

The Skyfall singer posted a 
photo of herself gussied up as 
Michael for her 27th birthday, 
complete with aviator glasses 
and excessive stubble. 

“Thank you for the birth¬ 
day wishes. I had a wonder¬ 
ful time,” she writes. “I was 
my hero.” 

To be fair, there are a lot 
worse music icons she could 
emulate heading into the 
ever-so-ominous — for musi¬ 
cians, at least — age of 27. 
As far as we know, Michael’s 
27th year was rather un¬ 
eventful. But 


it is kind of 


Adele as her "hero." twitter 


surprising that he would be 
Adele’s hero, no? 

NED EHRBAR/METRO 


CONCEPT TAKES OFF 

Beer bellies, 
not biceps, the 
newest male 
physique trend 

What do Simon Cowell, Jason 
Segel and Leonardo DiCaprio 
all have in common (apart 
from global fame and fortune)? 
They all boast a “Dad Bod.” 

A what-bod, you cry? Well, 
allow us to explain: The Dad 
Bod is the latest trend for the 
male physique. 

Where once women craved 
six-packs that could grate 
cheese and biceps the size of 
tree trunks, now a cuddly torso 
and gentle paunch is all that’s 
required, according to a blog 
post written by U.S. student 
Mackenzie Pearson that has 
since gone viral. 

In her post, Mackenzie de¬ 
scribes the Dad Bod as “a nice 
balance between a beer gut 
and working out.” 

She continues: “The dad bod 
says, ‘I go to the gym occasion¬ 
ally, but I also drink heavily 
on the weekends and enjoy 
eating eight 


Jason Segel stripped down and showed off his Dad Bod in 2008's Forgetting Sarah Marshall. 
Leonardo DiCaprio is also rocking the Dad Bod these days, handout, inset: the associated press 


isn’t one with washboard abs, 
either.” 

Mackenzie argues that the 
physique is a hit with women 
because it is non-threatening, 
comfortable to cuddle up to 
and honest in the sense that 
it probably won’t undergo any 
drastic transformation within 
the next 20 years (note: you 


don’t have to be a father to 
have a Dad Bod; in fact it is per¬ 
fectly acceptable to have one 
when you’re still in your 20s). 
“While we all love a sculpted 
guy, there is just something 
about the dad bod that makes 
boys seem more human, nat¬ 
ural, and attractive,” she states. 

The concept was an immedi- 
ate hit with 
nicely squishy 
men every¬ 
where, who 


took to Instagram without de¬ 
lay to show off their less-than- 
toned torsos and chunky arms. 
The account “CollegeDadBods” 
has been quietly gaining mo¬ 
mentum since the beginning 
of this year and has now be¬ 
come a fully-fledged homage to 
regular guys in all their glory. 

The positive reaction to this 
newfound appreciation for 
curvy men has reminded us 
all that guys, too, face an at¬ 
tunes unrealistic social pres¬ 
sure to be buff and trim. 
But where will the 
trend take us next? 
Could the “Mom 
Bod” be the lusted- 
after shape for 
2015? Time 
will tell, afp 
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slices of piz¬ 
za at a time.’ 
It’s not 


guy 
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HOM 



Your essential daily news 


Only four per cent of Canadians check reviews before hiring a contractor: HomeStars survey 


What they’re 

asking 

The 'average' Canadian home is a midsize, 
detached house with three to four bedrooms, in 
and around the city core. Single-family homes 
are in demand in Toronto and Vancouver. Prices 
reflect the limited inventory. Duncan McAllister FOR METRO 



$ 982,000 

Vancouver 

This four-bedroom ranch- 
style home is 15 minutes 
from downtown. It was listed 
for $1,050,000 and sold at 
press time for $982,000. The 
house has a total living area 
of 2,590 sq. ft. and sits on 
a 50-foot lot that includes a 
large, detached garage with 
workshop. The house also 
features great views of the 
city. Listing agent is Cathy 
Graham with Royal LePage 
Sussex, 604-984-9711. 



$ 849,000 

Calgary 

In the midst of the Kensing¬ 
ton shopping district, this 
historic, three-bedroom, 
detached house has an 
entry that leads into a spa¬ 
cious living room and dining 
room. The renovated kitchen 
features traditional cream 
cabinetry and stainless-steel 
appliances. Listing agent 
Susan Harrigan is a sales 
representative for Homelife 
Cityscape Real Estate, 403- 
669-9112. 



$ 449,900 

Winnipeg 

Right in the heart of Win¬ 
nipeg, in the Bridgewater 
Forest neighbourhood, this 
three-bedroom detached 
home features a large mas¬ 
ter bedroom with large 
windows, a four-piece en- 
suite bathroom and a large 
walk-in closet. The house is 
on a sizeable lot, ideal for a 
growing family. Listing agent 
Chris Kenny is a sales repre¬ 
sentative with Re/Max Pro¬ 
fessionals, 204-899-4858. 



$ 400,000 

Edmonton 

Sitting on a large corner lot in the desirable Grovenor community, this house includes a land¬ 
scaped and fenced yard, and oversized, double detached garage. There's a family room, a 
fourth bedroom in the basement, and an enclosed sunroom. The backyard includes a natural 
gas barbecue. Listing agent is Sean Nykolyshyn with Liv Real Estate, 780-298-6956. 


$ 799,900 

Toronto 

The Leslieville neigh¬ 
bourhood is a hot 
market. For sale there 
is a renovated, three- 
bedroom, three-bath¬ 
room detached home. 
The century home has 
been updated with 
high ceilings, crown 
mouldings and Brazil¬ 
ian hardwood. The lot 
includes an insulated 
double car garage 
that can be used as a 
studio or coach house 
or studio. Listing 
agent Alex J. Wilson is 
with Re/Max Condos 
Plus, 416-996-5181. 



$ 499,900 

Ottawa 

This two-bedroom, 
two-bathroom de¬ 
tached urban home is 
in the heart of West- 
boro. The house sits 
on a 69-foot x 66-foot 
lot. Updates include 
a new roof, new win¬ 
dows, a renovated 
kitchen and bath¬ 
rooms, new flooring 
and waterproofed 
foundation. "A rare 
find indeed," says list¬ 
ing agent Kerry Mil- 
lican, who is a sales 
representative with 
Royal Lepage Team 
Realty, 613-290-2990. 



$ 349,900 

Halifax 

Here's a bright and 
airy, three-bedroom 
house at 11 Redwood 
Ave., nestled in the 
Fleming Heights 
neighbourhood. The 
home features vaulted 
ceilings, a skylight 
and a private park-like 
backyard. It's walking 
distance from historic 
Dingle Tower, Fleming 
Park and minutes to 
Bayer's Lake shopping 
district. Listing agent 
Thomas Bagogloo is 
from the Bagogloo 
Team, RE/MAX nova, 
902-830-9006. 






























































2.74% Fixed Rate' 

Let the 

house hunting 
begin. 


Home ownership happens 
with a TD Mortgage. 

A place to call your very own. We hear you. That's 
why we offer competitive rates, terms and flexible 
payment features. There's a TD mortgage with your 
name on it. 


Visit a branch or 

tdcanadatrust.com/mortgagerates 


TD 


Banking can be 
this comfortable. 


* Assuming no additional fees are charged, the Annual Percentage Rate is the same as the interest rate. The mortgage interest rate includes a discount off the 5-Year Fixed Term Mortgage posted interest rate. Mortgage interest rate calculated semi-annually, not in advance. Applies to 
residential real estate. Funding must be completed within 120 days of application. Some conditions apply. Offer may be changed, extended or withdrawn at any time without notice. ®The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of the Toronto-Dominion Bank. 
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Special Feature: Mother’s Day Gift Guide ITietr 


It’s the 
thought 
that counts 


Astrid 

Van Den Broek 

For Metro 


When it comes to Mother’s Day, 
the cliche, ‘it’s the thought that 
counts,’ really does ring true. 

“People need to remember 
that Mother’s Day is not about 
the gifts,” said Alexandria Dur- 
rell, the mommy blogger be¬ 
hind idontblog.ca. “It’s about 
thanking moms for all they do 
for us. It’s a tough slog being a 
mom. And when your kids are 
grown, it’s touching for them 
to recognize just how hard it 
was once upon a time. A little 
thanks goes a long way.” 

So, if it’s the thought that 
matters, how do we make mom 
feel truly special for her big 
day? Here are five ways to do it. 

1 LISTEN TO MOM. Chances 
are she has dropped hints 
about what she wants, or at 


least what she would love to 
have. “She will tell you if you 
ask,” said Yvonne Marcus, the 
blogger behind thedahliascene. 
com. “Whether it’s directly or 
in her actions, she’s telling 
you all year long what she’d 
like or need.” 

2 GIVE HER SELF-CARE. 

“Is mom tired?” Durrell 
said. “Does she need some 
time alone? Does she ever pam¬ 
per herself? Answer those ques¬ 
tions and you’ll find the perfect 
gift for your perfect mom.” 


3 HONOUR YOUR CON¬ 
NECTION. This year Mar¬ 
cus became a new mom and is 
asking for a nameplate neck¬ 
lace for herself, “ft commem¬ 
orates the new relationship 
between me and my son, and 
it always keeps him with me,” 
she said. 

4 GIVE HER TIME. “A full 
day where I’m not respon¬ 



Whether it's directly or in her actions, your mother has probably told you what she would like or need this Mother's Day. shutterstock 


sible for anything would be 
amazing,” Durrell said. You 
could accessorize mom’s free 
day with a spa gift certificate 
to use that day, another certifi¬ 


cate for a dinner out and even 
a book she can begin to read. 

GET CREATIVE. “Think 
outside of the box when 
it comes to presents,” Mar¬ 


cus said. “If she enjoys ani¬ 
mals, then maybe buy her a 
zoo membership instead of an 
item. It’ll help create memories 
for her with her kids that they 


can cherish for years. Or even 
make her animal-shaped pan¬ 
cakes for breakfast or some¬ 
thing equally simple but that 
will stir conversation.” 


Treasure these special moments 



Make this Mother's Day bright and special for moms and 
moms-to-be. shutterstock 


Tanya 

Enberg 

For Metro 


Sunday is a special time to cele¬ 
brate and honour the moms- 
to-be in your life. Once baby 


is born, life shifts into high 
gear, with sleep-deprived moms 
elbow deep in diapers and tend¬ 
ing to round-the-clock feedings. 

As expectant moms tirelessly 
plan, nurture and care for their 
developing baby, make this 


Mother’s Day truly bright and 
special with a thoughtful gift 
and some pampering. 

PHOTO SHOOT 

While at times it may feel as 
though pregnancy lasts forever, 


once a new mom holds her 
baby for the very first time, 
the months leading up to that 
special moment will actual¬ 
ly seem fleeting. Oftentimes, 
moms later feel wistfully nos¬ 
talgic about their pregnancy. 
Treasure this special time by 
hiring a professional maternity 
photographer to capture mom 
in her full, baby-belly glory. 

PRENATAL MASSAGE 
A soothing, tailor-made mas¬ 
sage offers the ultimate in re¬ 
laxation, as well as providing 
major health benefits. 

“Not only does it reduce 
pain and muscle cramps, but 
it also increases blood flow, 
which brings more oxygen 
and nutrition to all of the tis¬ 
sues in the body,” said Kailee 
Kline, founder of Healthwinds 
Spa in Toronto. 

“ft also sooths the nervous 
system and increases the re¬ 
lease of endorphins so you 
have reduced stress and anx¬ 
iety as well. And it helps with 
the removal of toxic materi¬ 
als because anytime you do 
massage you also activate the 
lymphatic system.” 

PUT HER FEET UP 
Arrange a mani-pedi at her 
favorite nail spa, but because 
nail polish often contains 


harsh chemicals, choose a 
salon that takes a holistic or 
non-toxic approach. 

“It’s important for pregnant 
women to know how beautiful 
they are and to be doing things 
that are enhancing that,” Kline 
said. “Any time you take time 
out to take care of yourself, I 
think that changes your mental 
state — (it’s) a mind at peace.” 

This little bit of personal 
time will leave her feeling pam¬ 
pered and polished, with the 
added benefits of nourishing 
dry feet. As an added bonus, 
many salons provide a comple¬ 
mentary foot massage. 

FOOD AND REST 

Give her the chance to enjoy 
a nice, long sleep-in or simply 
relish a lazy morning reading 
in bed. Then, when the time 
is right, impress her with a 


thoughtfully prepared break¬ 
fast tray featuring some of her 
favourite goodies. 

LIFE STORY 

Create a photo album celebrat¬ 
ing some of your most mem¬ 
orable moments together. 
There are plenty of options to 
choose from, including iPhoto, 
Shutterfly, Snapfish, or sim¬ 
ply buy an album and print 
pictures at home. Be sure to 
personalize it with a heartfelt 
dedication. 

OUTDOOR EATS 
Weather permitting, pack up 
the outdoor blanket and picnic 
basket and surprise her with a 
fresh spring lunch she won’t for¬ 
get. This is an easy way to mark 
the day while spending some 
quality time together before 
the 24-7 parenting cycle begins. 
























Presents 


THE PERFECT GIFT 

(JUST IN TIME FOR MOTHER'S DAY) 







"THE KOBO GLO HD... 
AS PIXEL-PACKED AS 
AMAZON'S STUNNING 
KINDLE VOYAGE - 
AT A $70 DISCOUNT." 

- WIRED MAGAZINE 

kc glocas 

The clearest, most book-like 
6" HD eReader. $129.99 


Includes free concierge service 
3 | for tips on getting started, 

eBook recommendations, 
g reat d ea I s a n d m o re. 



Indigo 

Chapters 

Coles 

indigo.ca 



''Exclusive to Kobo Glo HD. Available 9AM-9PM local time, 7 days a week. Service supported in Canada, United States, 
Australia, New Zealand, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, United Kingdom, Portugal only. Indigo, Chapters, 
Coles and indigo.ca are trademarks of Indigo Books & Music Inc. 

















Bolts push Habs to brink 


NHL PLAYOFFS 

Lightning take 
their chances 
to go up 3-0 on 
Canadiens 

Tyler Johnson scored a buzzer- 
beater to put the Montreal Cana¬ 
diens on the edge of elimination. 

Johnson scored with 1.1 
seconds remaining in regulation 
to give the Tampa Bay Lightning 
a 2-1 victory in Game 3 Wed¬ 
nesday night at Amalie Arena 
in Tampa. 

“It happened really quickly,” 
said Montreal defenceman P.K. 
Subban. 

“It seemed like they had sev¬ 
en guys on the ice to be honest 
with you.” 

The Canadiens face elimina¬ 
tion in Game 4 Thursday night. 

Montreal controlled the puck 
and the play for most of the 
night but lost in just about the 
most heartbreaking way pos¬ 
sible. The puck crossed the 
line just before the buzzer to 

Q IN D.C. 

Caps lock up victory on 
Burakovsky's two goals 

Andre Burakovsky scored 
twice, Braden Holtby made 
28 saves and the Washing¬ 
ton Capitals beat the New 
York Rangers 2-1 Wednes¬ 
day night to take a 3-1 lead 
in the Eastern Conference 
semifinal series. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


GAME3lnTampa 



give Tampa Bay a 3-0 lead in 
the second-round playoff series. 

Brendan Gallagher scored the 
only goal for the Habs, who got 
17 saves from goaltender Carey 
Price but not one more to send 
the game into overtime. 

“It seems like we’re finding 
ways to lose games,” said Gal¬ 
lagher. 

Alex Killom scored the first 
goal for the Lightning, who have 
won all eight meetings with 
Montreal dating back to the 
regular season. 

Tampa Bay goaltender Ben 
Bishop stopped 30 of the 31 
shots he faced for the victoiy. 

After becoming the 101st 
team in NHL history to win 
the first two games of a best- 
of-seven series on the road, the 
Lightning were worried about 
matching the Habs’ despera¬ 
tion. A sleepy start across the 
board made that seem like less 
of a concern. 

Then, 12 minutes in, a turn¬ 
over by Montreal defenceman 
Andrei Markov gave Tampa Bay 
a chance to cycle the puck. Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos fed Killorn with a 
pretty back-handed pass, and Kil¬ 
lorn beat Price high glove side 
to make it 1-0. the Canadian press 



Canadiens forward Brendan Gallagher hangs his head after Tyler Johnson's last-second goal 
on Wednesday night in Tampa, Fla. mike carlson/getty images 


© IN BRIEF 

Snow pushes back 
Canadian championship 

Wednesday night's first leg 
of the Amway Canadian 
Championship semifinal 
between the Vancouver 
Whitecaps and FC Edmon¬ 
ton was postponed due to 
unplayable conditions at 
Clarke Field. 

Match officials and Can¬ 
ada Soccer deemed the 
Clarke Field pitch unsafe 
after an evaluation of con¬ 
ditions following snow in 
Edmonton. 

Vancouver will host the 
first leg of the two-game 
semifinal at BC Place on 
Wednesday, and the second 
leg will now be played in 
Edmonton on May 20 at 
Clarke Field. Kickoff time 
will be confirmed at a later 

date. THE CANADIAN PRESS 

LeBron brings back the 
'band for Game 2 win 

The headband returned. 

The aggressiveness, dunks 
and dazzling plays all came 
back, too. 

LeBron James wasn't go¬ 
ing to have a second sub- 
par game. 

James attacked from the 
start and scored 33 points, 
Kyrie Irving added 21 and 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
evened their semifinal ser¬ 
ies with Chicago, beating 
the Bulls 106-91 in Game 2 
on Wednesday night. 

Donning the signature 
headband he ditched in 
March, James played like 
a man possessed. He left 
Bulls defenders in his wake 
keeping the Cavs from fall¬ 
ing into a 2-0 hole. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


EDMONTON’S TOP LUXURY DEALER 


EVAN SCHINDEL & AMIN HUSSEIN 

Evan and Amin have a combined 40 plus years of automotive experience. 

They would like to invite friends, family ad previous guests to visit them at their 
new home, Lexus of Edmonton, on 170 street. 




E D 


ONTO 



Evan Schindel 
Sales Manager 


Amin Hussein 
Sales Consultant 


VISIT LEXUS OF EDMONTON TODAY! 

www.lexusofedmonton.ca Conveniently located on 170 St 780-466-8300 


©Lexus B 


THE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION. 


LEXUS 

EDMONTON 

Edmonton's Leading Lexus Dealership 


VIP SERVICE 




' Industry Council 
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r RECIPE Roasted seafood over 
I linguiniwith lemon olive oil 



EAT LIGHT AT HOME 


Rose Reisman 

rosereisman.com 


)P@rosereisman 



Directions 

1. Preheat the oven to 425°F. 
Line a baking sheet with foil and 
spray with cooking oil. 


Ready in 

Prep time: 10 minutes 
Cook time: 12 minutes 
Serving Size: 4 

Ingredients 

• 12 oz raw shrimp, peeled 
and deveined (tail left on) 

• 8 oz cleaned squid cut into rings 

• 12 mussels, scrubbed 

• 8ozlinguini 

• 2 tsp vegetable oil 

• 1 cup thinly sliced red onion 

• 1/2 cup thinly sliced 
red bell pepper 

• 1/2 cup thinly sliced zucchini 

• 3 Tbsp olive oil 

• 3 Tbsp freshly squeezed 
lemon juice 

• 2 tsp crushed fresh garlic 

• 1 tsp hot chili sauce, or to taste 

• 1/3 cup chopped cilantro 
or basil 

• pinch salt and freshly 
ground black pepper 

L _ _ _ _ 


2 . Place the shrimp, squid and 
mussels on the prepared baking 
sheet. Roast for 8 minutes, or until 
the mussels open. Remove from 
the oven and keep covered. 

3 . While the seafood roasts, cook 
the linguini in boiling water until 
al dente, about 8 minutes. Drain, 
reserving 2 tbsp of the pasta water 
for the sauce. Set aside. 

4 . While the pasta cooks, spray a 
large non-stick skillet with cook¬ 
ing oil, add the vegetable oil and 
place over medium heat. Add the 
onion, bell pepper and zucchini; 
stir-fry for 4 minutes, just until the 
vegetables begin to soften. Add 
the seafood, pasta, reserved pasta 
water, olive oil, lemon juice, garlic, 
chili sauce, cilantro, salt and pep¬ 
per. Toss well and serve. 

PHOTO: ROSE REISMAN 

. _ _ _ _ J 


CROSSWORD Canada Across and Down BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 



ACROSS 

I. Rain, e.g. 

7. Richie's mom, 
Fonzie-style 

II. Bathroom cleans¬ 
ing brand 

14. Go for_(Travel 

by car) 

15. Prie-_(Pray¬ 

er bench) 

16. Brouhaha 

17. Extreme enter¬ 
tainment enjoy- 
er: 2 wds. 

19. Modern 

20. _-les-Mouli- 
neaux, France 

21. Wood: French 

22. "Presto!" [pi.] 

24. Pre-Virgo 
people 

26. Axe: French 

28. Anne of_ 

(Green Gables girl 
Anne is now a teacher 
in Summerside, PEI in 
this 1936 L.M Mont¬ 
gomery book) 

31. Patriot Games 
novelist Tom 

33. "At Last" singer 
Ms. James 

34. Maude por¬ 
trayer 

36. Madonna's 
_ Prayer" 

37. Monogram of the 
author of Treas¬ 
ure Island 

38. Sales pitch 

40. 'Client' com¬ 
pleter 

41. Libertine 

43. Sacred songs 
44.1967: Canada's 

_(Pierre Ber- 

ton book) 

47. Har¬ 
bor" (2001) 


48. Invoice abbr. 

49. Britannica, e.g. 
51."Here It Goes 
Again" band: 

2 wds. 

53. "Bonanza" son 

57. Bygone bird 

58. Design to 
transfer onto a t- 
shirt: 2 wds. 


61. 'B' or 'C' of The 
Spice Girls 

62. Jacob van _ 
the Elder (Flem¬ 
ish painter) 

63. Actress Gail 

64. _-inclusive 

65. Bill The Sci¬ 
ence Guy', and 
surnamesakes 


66. Flippantly 
talks back 

DOWN 

1. "I Luh Ya by 
Jennifer Lopez 

2. Nutrition amts. 

3. Blunders 

4. Daytime show on 
Canadian television 


since 1984 

5. Trellis plant 

6. Computer-ani¬ 
mated flick, "Mr. _ & 
Sherman" (2014) 

7. Gladiator's 1502 

8. Drumming punc¬ 
tuations 

9. Beaufort _ 

10. Movie or TV show 


with a loyal niche 
audience: 2 wds. 

11. Gloria _, CNN host 
Anderson Cooper's 
designer mom 

12. Notion 

13. Does lawn work 
18.Meddlesome 
[var. sp.] 

23. "Gotcha!" 

25. Edwin _ (Toronto 
Blue Jays player) 

27. Fitting 

28. Hotel service; or, 
warning prompting 
change: 2 wds. 

29. Ship co-owner 
in Moby-Dick, 

Captain _ 

30. Feel 

31. Canadian actor 
Mr. Bennett 

32. Lively tune 
35. Mr. Pacino's 

37.Be a dog in an off- 
leash park: 2 wds. 

39. Florida's NHL 
team 

42. 'To hear' in 
Spanish 

43. Pennsylvania 
mountains 

45. King: Spanish 

46. American 
Samoa's capital, 
when repeated 

49. Ms. Stone 

50. Liam's rock¬ 
er brother 

52. Chess pieces, 
e.g. 

54. Wood sorrels 

55. "Smooth Oper¬ 
ator" singer 

56. Mr. Stallone's, 
briefly 

59. Banjo player 
Mr. Clark 

60. Filmmaker org. 


# IT'S ALL IN THE STARS by Sally Brompton 


Aries March 21 - April 20 
You may enjoy upsetting the 
odds but don't get carried away. 

The planets warn if you make 
too many waves between now 
and the weekend it could be 
you who ends up underwater. 

Taurus April 21 - May 21 
Do something different over the next 
24 hours, something that those who 
believe you are traditional by nature 
would never guess you are capable 
of. It's time to get yourself noticed. 

Gemini May 22 - June 21 
Whatever else you do today do not 
put money before love. If you want 
to impress someone who means a lot 
to you then do whatever it takes and 
don't worry how much it may cost. 
Whatever the price it will be worth it. 


Cancer June 22 - July 23 
You have nothing to worry 
about, so stop being so fear¬ 
ful and get out there into the 
world. The planets indicate if you 
think lucky you will be lucky — 
so what have you got to lose? 

Leo July 24 - Aug. 23 
Do you think with your head 
or do you feel with your heart? 
Over the next two or three days 
you should favor your heart 
over your head. Not everything 
in life needs to make sense. 

Virgo Aug. 24 - Sept. 23 
The order of the day is to have 
as much fun as is humanly pos¬ 
sible. You have been working far 
too hard of late. If you're not smil¬ 
ing then you are doing it wrong. 


Libra Sept. 24 - Oct. 23 
Work and romance will go well 
together over the next two or 
three days — you don't have 
to choose between them. Use 
your Libran charms to influence 
people in positions of power. 

Scorpio Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 
Do something that makes you 
feel good about yourself. Also, 
you may need to remove your¬ 
self from an environment that 
reminds you of things, or people, 
you would prefer to forget. 

Sagittarius Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 
No matter what happens today, don't 
take it too seriously. Treat whatever 
occurs, be it "good" or be it "bad" as 
part of life's little game. It's your 
attitude that makes your world. 


Capricorn Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 
This should be a thoroughly 
enjoyable day for you, though 
looking back a few days hence you 
may wonder how and why you acted 
so out of character. 

Aquarius Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 
You won't hesitate to help some¬ 
one in need today but the plan¬ 
ets warn that the tale of woe 
you hear is only half of the story. 

Be that as it may you are not 
the sort to let them suffer. 

Pisces Feb. 20 - March 20 
Someone new on your social scene 
will get your heart beating faster 
today. Could a new romance be 
forming? There is certainly a psychic 
link between you, a karmic con¬ 
nection that neither can ignore. 


CONCEPTIS SUDOKU by Dave Green 


Every row, column and box contains 1-9 
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What’s an 8 letter word that avoids bankruptcy? 

111] [SB EH] SB 


Did you know that you can legally force your creditors Into 
a settlement through a program called a Proposal? 

Ask us about it. Call or email: inquiries@SolvingDebt.ca 



780.701.0431 


www.SolvingDebt.ca 



Bromwich & Smith Inc. 

Credit Counsellors | Proposal Administrators | Trustees in Bankruptcy 

Believing In Your Future. 




11810 Kingsway Ave. 

















































































































































TEXT: 780-246-2866 CALL: 1-855-424-6106 VISIT: 17860-102 AVENUE 




See dealer for details. 



























